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MAT-NUONG LE-COT 63

«8ng hudng, toan 13 nhirng khodi-lac k&
khinh, vi ring ta dem long ta ra ma boi
thi bao nhiéu khoasi-lac iy, din danh dai
fay moét dudi con mit Mai-nuong, ciing
khoéng xtrng-dang.

Toi vira tinh nguyén véi nang quén hét
cac t6i trude, tOi vira xin nang ké lai che
t61 nghe cai chuyén O6ng B. quyé&n-dii ra
lam sao, thi nang nodi v&i toi ring nhim
mot khi nang dirng ngdéng & (rén cira sa,
ong B. ngwoe mit 1én nhin-thiy, mé-mam
ngay {inh-than ma tim dudong han-hoi, réi
tai viét thue hen nhirng muén van. Nang
dwong tung ban, cing liéu kiém mdjt moép
tiéu, hoa ching vo chdéng co thém ra duoe
ft lung vOn ma an ¢ v&i nhan ihém
dwoc chut thinh-thei. Sau nang thay l2e
fdo-phéng, mau tham ciing trot bén hoi
dong. Nhurng ngam mdt con sau-tham,
¢rroc hom nang phai cung toi ly-biét, thi
ciing da biét th€ phai buéng nhau ra wvi
déog bac tring, thoi cting dirt tung khibe
rudt. Vé sau thay tuy dwoc 0 liu son gae
tim, mac do t€ nhuyén, in vi cao-lrong, i
cung 130 cling khong thay chit gi duoe
thoa. Trudc nira 1a khach ma hiong gip
guan-vién thi cua, diu dong bac mat lankh
~ ban tay, nhung trong tinh y cing kliong cé
#ien swrong thoa. Sau nira, thi€p cung
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56 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

#6n cua thi€p nay wéc chirng dwoc glin
%%a wan phal-lang. Thi€p v@n khong cé
cam-doan gi v&i ldo hét, quyén thiép mudn
#0 lic nao thi bo. Vay thi ddi ta cé the &
@i mhau duong-duidng chinh-chinh tai dat
Ba-dé nay ciing duoc. Au 12 ta kha kidm My
=ai aha nao cho tién, ma & véi nhau cho
sang-swrong thanh-thoi.

T8i noi dau nang khong pbii so ai, song
#0i thi & Ba-lé nhiéu 1€ nguy-hiém. Lbﬁng
dwoce bao lau, tat cé nguwéi quen gip mat
ma mach voi nghiém-duong, thi nan tredre
chiic 1ai pbai tirng lin nira. Nang riing nang
& Ra-1é da quen thoi né!, biy gio pbai dinoi
khaic thi e khong chiu n6i. Téi e phiéa Iong
=ho nang, cho nén thay nang dd mudn thé,
hi ddn muoda diéu nguy-hiém, ciing khong
dam tr. TOi moi ban cang nang mét dién-
%2 dwoce viéc cho ca doi bén, 1a thué nha
irong 1ang ndo & chdn ngoai 6, d& di va
*hanh-pllﬁ cho tién. Chung toi chon phis
gira 0 Chaillot 1a noi gin nhirt. Mai-nuong
tirc-khic vé ldu. Toi thi ra dirng dei nang
%ai trwede cho Hoang-thanh Cong-vién,

.TOI ch¢ trong mot gior thi thay nang di
xe bang ma téi, chi ¢6 mot con doi di thea
#du va doi ba cdi rwong dyng x0ng 4o cung
£oC SUA qUi,
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MAI-NU@NG LE-COT 74
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]
g cho ai. Ong anh di saim nhirng 40 quin rat
% sang trong, bat co em tra tién, réi lai dem
i c4 khach ng dén cho ¢6 em tra nira. Toi
§ so mat l1ong nang, khéng dam ndéi chi ca.
$ Thinh thoang o6ng anli lai con d&o cua cé
t em tirng tram trng ngh‘iu.m(f)t. Noi cho {iéu
B t6i thi khi ndo 6ng-anh di danh bac gip
? canh do6, dwoe déng nio thicling c6 dem vé
E cho c6 em nhiéu if. Ch%ng may cai sO Ong
& anh cho khong sao bu dwoc cai s6 6nganh
: {3y, ma lung vOn cua Mai-nwong thi khong
;} dwoe miy, ching bao lau ma can mat.
by ~ Toi di tinh noi phang vol O0ng anh mot
~ '+ 131 cho dat khoat, nhwng chua kip noi thi
- & trong nha xay ra mdt viéc lalung, mién irie
. ¢ho téi dwge cdi viée khau-thiét do, song
4 ? gling lai vI chuyén x‘z’iy ra 5y ma vo chong -
' toi khanh-kiét gia-tai, khong con mong nb o
dwoe vao diu, dé dung than nira.
x Mot ngay kia, Mai-nwong véi 101 di choi
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B - khuya qua, khong vé Chaillot dwoc, phai
I gl lai Ba-lé. Sang nday ra thi con doi &
g Chaillof tat-tA chay ra bao rang dém qua nha
] phat hoa, chira mii moi tat. Toi hoi thim

45 dac trong nha co hw Lai nhi€u khong,
thi con bé noi ring trong kKhi b3i-roi, tap-
1 adp agudira ke vao d'é’cuu ho,thino khong
13 ~ kip xoat xem thidu thdn nhirng gi. Toi run

én vé mon tién lung vOn, gidu trong mt
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MAI-NUONG LE-cOT 73

Tuy nhién, trong o6c t6i cling hiy con da
tri-khon, dé ma xét xem con k& nao hon
k& Zy. Troi dd khong phuy, l1ai linh-irng cho
mot phmxng-ké thin diéu, khién cho long
lai hdi 1én ma khong phan chi nira. Toi
nghi viée mit trOm nay gidu biét, khong
cho Mai-nrong bi€t, cling khong phai la
viec kho dé€n no6i khong sao lam dwoec.

- Nhién-hau ta m&i lo cach gi sinh 1y, hoac

ta trong mong & Ong thin Hanh-phic, ma
kidm lay du tién cho nang an tiéu duoc
da la yén.

Nguyén truwde toi d3 tinh moi ndm sau
nghin phatling, &n tién tic dung; s0 sdu
van vira du muwdi nam. Nay ta thtr vi du
nhw han muwoi nam ay dd qua roi, ma bao
nhitéu nhirng viéc ta ao-wée, chwa ¢o viéce
g xdy ra ca. Cha gia con sOng, gia-tai chua

aén tav la. Nhuo vay thi ta phai tinh lam

\,sao? Tinh lam sao thi ta chwa biét ro,

nwag nay hiy tui-du nhw cai viéc bay
oir méi dang phai lam, ta hdy lo ma lam -
nsay tire-khic, xemm n6 ra sao ? Va & dat
kich thanh, thiéu chi la nhitng ké khong
cO tai ta, nét ta, méa cing duwoc phong-luu
phu-qui. :

T6i méi 1ai nghl d&€n cac nghé-nghiép cla
nguwoi ta thudng lam, ma minh ban nhé
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74 MAI-NUONG LE-cOT

v&i minh ring: U, ma ngdm 6ng tréi khude
x€p moi viéc cho ngudi ta cling 12 kirée
lam. Phidn nhiéu nhitng ké cao sang daf
phu 12 nhirng doa ngu-xuin. Ai d& goi ls
trai déi ba c¢hut thé-tinh, thi ciu &y ra-
rang mon-mdt. Trong sy 2y co mot edng-
ly dang phuc v6 ciung. Vi néu ké kia d& cé
cua-cai, c¢o thin-th& rdi, ma lai co6 el tri-
khon nira, thi chung nd sudng qud, mabas
nhiéu nguoi khac (thi ching hoa ra.cuwe-
kho qua ru! B&i vay cho nén Hoa-cong ba
d4p, nhirng ké kh@n-cung ti-tiéu thi ong iy
lai thuwdong cho dwoce cai ve ngudi dep,
dwoe cai tinh-nét hay, tri-tué thong-minh
dé¢ ma ch& cai sy nghéo-nan, dé ctru co
ahirng khi ting-ban. Cling c6 ké thi lay tai
minh lam tro vui-thu cho dira giau, dé ma
hudng chung mdt phin cua-cai chung né.
{ling ¢6 nguwoi thi dem ki€n-thirc ma dav
cho ching no nén dueoc nguwdi khon, nguo:
tir-1€. Noi cho phai thi it khi céng thiy cé
kiéu, nhwrng pham nguoi tri-gia da cé coéng.
thi tré&ri ndo nd phu. Déu khéng day duge
cho dira dai nén khon, ciing khién duoc
cho ngudi khon khong dén ndi bung dei.
Ma cudc 3y diu mudn xoay thé€ nao mic
long, cai dai cia dira giau-sang, van 12 mét
¢4ai vOn sinh-nhai cho 1 han-vi.
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- To6i nghi d€n nhirng diéu ay thi léng &k
thay phan-chan, tri téi thdy ndé-nang. K¥
thuy t6i méi dinh ring hiy dén van ké éag
- amh nang Lé-cdt. Ong anh 1a mét tay 1@ &
dat Ba-lé, va té6i da nhiéu phen tirng bi&:
rang 6ng anh dwoc dn choi phi chi, khéng
phai la nho co tu-bidn, ma ciing khéng
phai 12 trong vao miay dong lwong clia nha
awdc. Cling may cho toi, ro dén tui com
sot do hai-muoi bich-ton. Toi méi dén gie
¢ién cho 6ng anh ma ké cho 6ng anh bié
cai chuyén nha mat trom. Réi toi hoéi dng
anh thir nghi xem mot bén chiu chét dai
voi mot bén dap diu tu-tan, ¢ gitra hai
phuong d6, 6ng anh cé biét phuong nie
diéa hon thi mach hédo cho. Ong anh méi
bao 161 rang dap ddu tu-tan la mot phuwong
k& ctia dira ngu-xuidn. Nhin déi ma chét, 13
gt thé, khong phai 1a motké. Thi Ay giam
hodc cling c6 ké tri-gia khong dung che
kiét ky tai ma d€n noi phai vao. Vay thi
t6i nén xét minh xem c6 thé thi duwew
ahirng tai gi, bié€t lam duoc nhing viée gi,
udi ngod ra, réi 6ng anh chi-gido cho, giap-
d& cho ma lam an nudi lay miéng. Téi méi
dap ring "

— Ong anh day th&, tiéu-dé nghe khi
wi€n-vong. Cai bénh nguy cla tidu-dé¢, k&
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76 MAI-NUONG LE-COT

bénh cdn dén thudc cap-ciru. Em biét noi
lam sao voil Mai-nuwong bay gio?
Ong anh lién rng ddi:

— Mai-nirong a? khdn-nan! phii lo gi

dén Mai-nwong? Cong-tir d2 ¢6 con em toi
o trong tay, thi tdéi twdng con cé bao gior
phai lo gi nira. MOt gai nhwr Mai-nuwong co
thé nudi duge thian cho swong, lai nudi
duoc ca cOng-tr voi toi, tha-hé ba dua
cung an choi cho thoa-thich.

To6i nghe cdu ndéi, 16n miy khie rudt,
mudn mang cho thing do khdn miy cau
tan-té, ma n6 khong dé cho minh md& kip
mom ra, no cir luon miéng ca-tung nhirng
tai-ning cua Mai-nwong, néi ring néu noé
bao téi ma toi bi€t nghe loi nod, thi trude
khi troi toi, ¢é nghin é-cuu ma tiéu ngay.
SO la n6 co6 quen mdt 6ng quan-lén, hao-
phong dia nén danh trong cho lang choi,
duoc mot gai nhw Mai-nuwong thi mudn
nghin nao ciing coi nhur dong xu nhd. Sau
t6i phéi bat n6 im di, ma bao né ring:

— To6i van tudng anh 1a ngudi cling kha.
To6i van nghi ash c¢6 bung thuwong-véu di
lai v&i hai em 14 vi cam-linh cao-thuong
gi, chir ngd ddu bung anh lai nghi diéun
dé-mat lam vay ? :

NO cir tro mit ra ma néi riing xua nay
bao gio nd cling chi nghi ¢c6 mdt diéu nhuwr
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) MAI-NUONG LE-COT 79
é | & . s . W :
g trap bac, ndé hen minh dirng ti€t-14, roi né
' lai di n6éi cho em nd bi&t. Ma cir nhwr 10j
¥ a6 d3 néi ra miéng, thi téi lai nén e didu
3 nira, 1a n6 nhan co-hdi nay ma rua-ré nang
d di theo khach nao lam cua, cho n6 duge

pho, thi that 1a tro mit i6i ra. Toilay diéu
Py gy lam nghi-ngei, trong long boi-roi boi-
2 _bo&i, budi sang di cyc than budn-ba, budi

t&i lai cire than thém. Pa c6 lic toi nghi dén
B muu lira cha lin nira, viét thw vé ma gia
hang thu toi, dé lira 6ng gia lay it tién sai.

3 Nhirng nght lai thi swe nhé ra rang lin thi
: phirt t6i minh con nhe, ma cha cting dang
\1‘ £ tam giam cdm minh trong sau thang troi
rong rd, hudng chi ldn nay, t0i niing ranh

ranh khon chdi, thi luong trén dau song
bién dén thé nao, chic ciing ching dung.
Toi nghi quanh nghi quian nhuw thé trong
adi lau, thi no k&t-qua nén mét diéu, chang
it lam sao khong nghi ra tr trude. Sao
khong di cdu anh T7-ba ? Ti-ba la nguoi ban
rattdt,ratthio ctia toi. Ngudita o doi khong
cai gi thda sirorng cho bang nhirng khi lam
nan c¢6 dwoc mot noi tin cay, cé thé virng
{dong ma chay dén ngtra tay, khong so ailua
dio.buwoce,khdéng, khong, duoc, cung ch%ng
agai gi. Diu ching c6 thé d¥ din minh duoc,
bun cling ¢c6 mot doi cau thanh-thye, dem
ra ma vo-vé long ta dau xo6t. Khi ta duoc
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§2 MAI-NUC( & LE-COT

em, thi long thwong 3y em cho 12 thai qua,
ngudi takhongai thwongnhaucho dén duge
dd ay. Em phai ngod tam s cung anh, thatla
mudn phian hd then. Anh i, em ma dén néi
aay, cai cian duyén thit la 6 x4, ma cai k&t
quathitla budnténh!Dauanhchiang thuwong
em dwoce dén nhw thé, anh biét ra, anh ciing
phai ai-ngai trong 1ong.

Ban toi bat téi that tinh ma ké hét che
nghe nhirng noi phi¢u-luu Lir ng2y & nha
dong tron ra thé nao. Toi that tinh ké hét,
khong nhirng toi chiang gidu-gi€m nitra li, toi
chang tim cau hoa m¥ ndo ma noi cho nhe
toi, 161 lai con bay to hét cho ban nghe cai
tinh toi vOi Mai-nuwong say didm nhau dén
{hé pao. TOi coi sir ay nhw mot cai duyén
ng cha troi da dinh, khuoén thiéng gnyét
hai motnguoi, khong dé cho iri khon ngoan
nao phong duoc trirée ; khong dé cho long
dao dirc nao chong duoc sau. Toi lai ké cho
ban nghe nhirng néi phdn-van trong bung,
nhitng diéu lo nghi kho tam, cai canh cung-
bach cha tdi lac hai gior AdOng-ho vé trurdc,
ma néu ban ciling bo 101 n6t khong cwu, thi
thé€ cung-bach ay lai cang thém b1 lim. Toi
ké 1¢ cho ban nghe mdt cach tham siu, dén
n6i ban ciing phai dau l0ng khoé da nhuw
{61 vay.
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MAI-NUONG LE-CO7T 83

Ban cir Om té6i ma hon hit m3i ma an-uy,
ma khuyén mian. Toi nghe chirng ban toi
con c¢o hi-vong phan ré duoc toi voi Mai-
nwreng, 10i voi noi ngay rang sir phan ré ay
12 cai nan to nhirt cua téi lo s¢r d6. Vi o
50 phai phAn-r& v&i nang ma toi phal man:
mat day dén cdu ban. Tha riangsdm sét bus
riu, tram chidu cuc kho, gi toéi ciing can
chiu, con hon 1a phai dé€n nuée lia nang, vi
mot cai kho 4y to hon hét cd moi ndi cyc
tho khac cua téi. Ban toi lai ring :

__Yanhth&nao,xin phan chord,em nghe
N&u em khuyén bao diéu gi anh cling khong
chiu, thichng hay anh célu ciru & em nhirng
cach gl? |

Toi van chira dam néi hidn la toi ciin ban
gitip bac cho t6i. Seng ldu lau roi ban ciing
hieu ra. Ban m&i.hoi toi, thi toéi tha that
ring qua y t6i mudn thé. Ban ngin ngai mo!
hoi lau, hinh nhu nguwdi can nhic, réi ndi
rang:

— Xinanh chd ¢6 d6 cho em nghe n6i dén
d6ng tién ma nguoi-lanh cai long yeéu mé o
y&i anh di dau. Nhung ma anh nghi ra xem
6 phai anh cén em mdt viée rat kho hay
khong ? Khong gitp anh thira viti€c dong
tién dé ban van nai chang dit, ma gidp anh
ra, thicé phai cling trainghia bang hiru hay
chong? Khién cho anh & mii trong nei hu
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MAI-NWONG LE-COT 91

afu Chia Troi lai dé cho anh duoc & yén
ma hudng cai cha phi-nghia ay, thi that 1a
Chua da trirmg phat anh dé€n cach cuyc
achiém. Pao nhiéu nhirng 101 t6i dem ra
khuyén bio anh déu bo ca ngoai tai. Toi
cling biét gior anh con dut-nut tai chiu
chuyén, it nita roi dén anh nhin mat to6i

~ ban mat, nghe l&i toi 6i tai. Thoil thi to6i

tir-gii anh & lai. TOi wéc-ao riang nhirng
cudce vui-tha cd tdi cua anh, cé ngay phuc
cho anh ma tan ca di nhur cudc chiém-bao.
To6i ciu-nguyén lam sao cho nhirng tién
bac xii ué ciia anh c6 mgt ngay kia né di
dau h&t, dé tro anh ra nhu con nhdng, bay
gi¢r thi hoa may anh m&i hiéu duge cai hu-
v0 cia nhitng sir vui-thu n6é dwonglam cho
anh say-dim bay gio. D&n luc ay thi hoa
may toi lai sin long yéu-mé&n anh va gidp-
d& anh. Ngay nay thi toi véi anh phal
tuyét-giao, ma tdi phai néi cho anh biét
ging 16i coi cai cich anh dn & bay gio 1A
dé-nhuc lam.

Ban tdi gidng cho tdi miay 1&i dao-dr=s
§y & trong phong téi, lai cé ca Mai-nwong

eiing ngdi d6. N6i xong roi, ban dirng day

di. To6i toan chay theo gitr 121, Mai-nwong
aim liy 16i ma bao ban téi la thang rg,
dé né di di cho ranh. Tuy nhién, té6i nghe
miy loi noi, trong long ciing thiy chuyéa
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MAT-NUONG LE-COT g

« Bdara ti€ng thd hit ra sau cing, thiching
@ eephan ldm rul Vay thoi thiép yéu chang
« guichang, diéu 4y xin tin 1¢i thi€p. Nbung
= froug budc ting, xin chang budng ring
« th& dai cho thiép lay it lau, dé thiép ¢ rs
& iay ¢h8ng A& ldy co-d6 dd nat. Hai thay
s ¢l dira vé phuc nao ma cham luéi mie
« ddy ciia thié€p! Thi€p ra cong giy dung
« Iy giang-son, dé cho vii-sT yéu ciia thids
« dwwre giau cb, thoa thué moi céch. Ank
« thidp s& théng tin cia thi€p cho ching
¢ vz s& u6i cho chang biét ring th& thidp
« phii ra di nhue the nay, trim dang nzhia
¢ ¢cay, nwéemitthanh song thanh sudi, chwe
& g&e co sudng gi dau. Xin chang ché vou
< va cho boi bac. »

 "T'éi doc xong cai thir 3y, trong 1dng cim.
d&éng mdt céch la-lung khé ma ta ra che r
éduge. PEn ngay nay toi hoi tuwdng lai, 16t
ciimg cbn chira biét dich cai tinh-cdm cis
téi trong luc bay gio la thi tinh-cim g
~ Ngatri ta trong mol doi dé may chdc di
 gip uhitng cinh-ngd nhu th& Ma cé gip
ehi@ng ailra, cling la mot viéchan-hira, tromg
m‘tdbi giip phéi c6 mdt ldn ma thoi, khdmg
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MAI-NUONG LE-COT 107

chirng nhwr ché&t ngay di dfroce, khdéng phai
14 vi cai téi Mai-nzeng bo tro ta do ma di,
khong phidi la vi cai sir Mai-nwrong dang
‘am ma bd ta chin don gét chidc, lanh-
ltiag trong bdy nhiéu ngay wma di dm-ip
v&#i ngudi ta & trong giudng ké kkic.
Niftng téi vit dy, tedng din ning dén the
rao, ta nom thiy cdi mit Mai-nrong cling
did &0 ma ngudi gidn. Nhung wmi co 18 dau
ta lai khdng thé vin than dai, ta lai khdng
xui-xut ri-rén — cho nay toi vira néi vira
khoc xut-xjt -- ma dicam nhan lay cai dja-

vi nhe-nhudc la-ling ma Mei-nzrong tiuh

38p cho ta & trong cai nha nay dwge ? Thoi
thi chfing k& chi d€n cai thir bie, déa cai
philm-gia cba chir tén ta 415i, dén nhing
didu danh-gis, lidm-si lam chi nita, T! voi
cdi tinh ta yéu-m&n Mai-nwrong thi nhitng
13 §y thanh ra nhitng 1€ nhé-mon, khéng
t i nde ma kbi€n ndi duec viée cir-chi cla
ta nra. Duy h3y néi d&n cai tim long cia
ta yéu-mé&n Mai-nrong ma thoéi, thi Mai-
qurong thir nghT tim 1ong 4y chiu phin
thiét-théi nhu th€ nay, chiu cach bac-dii
nhu th€ nay, lam sao mia nhin duoc rén-
ri diy....?

L A - " e ' .
Nang lap cdu chuyén cua 101 dang wéi,
&Ia rang:
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% mua, m3 mua thi ta tinh gid dat, nim
ed@ nghin phdi-ling 1a phai, hoa ching cé
sivmp woi cal gia-tw va cai tudi-tac eus
Zbsch mua hang.

Téi méng vé mén bong nim nghin phé!-
fng thi it, ma ming vé sy qui-quyét cis
gimg thi phiéu. Nhin co-héi dé, toi méi
shin ra ripg trong long t6i cling chua éx
adi mit h&t liém-si. Qua khdi dugc cidum
eho-nhulc con biét la may. Chidng may
eha tHi, sO trod d3 dinh, tron d&i vui ngin
edu dai. Cir trdnh gua noi séng ca thi lat
ag® poil tuin Voong, kiép long-dong khésg
2i4t bao gio cho hét. o

fli t6i dd hon-hit Mai-nwong k& miy
#ghia 1in, dé t0 cho nang biét ring toi
teay nang dinh lai nhu th€ thi t6i misg
r@i, t0i méi lai ban véinang nén ngd ¥ che
eph aang biét vé&i, dé cho lam gi cling hoa-
~ thiudn voi nhau, Ky-thiy 6ng anh con ldne-
bim 13m-bZm; sau nghi mot ciu hét ngiv
wdm 2y tién ngay di dwoc 5 nghin, thi érg
ank fal vui ngay long ma theo y hai ens.
@s ngiroi ban nhao dén bita com tdi cia
phu-Gng thi kéo nhau vao ca, 1€ thir nhirt
i2 ba@i cudc ltra nguoi, dem toi trinh-diém 4
ez 8t Mai-nwrong, bung tré-con ching téi
ciing bei lay diéu lam tha. Lé thir hai 1a b4
8} cling m&'o’n thira lic ngurdi ta dn cem
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voi tinh-nurong clia 10i ma kéo nhau vao,
dé ong gia diu c6 mudn la-loi bén-cot, cling
con phai ngwreng. Dinh truéc véi nhau dén
luc 6ng gia com xong, doi vao phong nang
di ngt, thi Mai-niwong tang l& hiy xin ra
o 8 7 o A A 5 . o : : . P
ngoal voi tol mot lat, Gitra luc dé thi Lé-
co( di muon coxe d&€n chire ngay trudce cua.

Bita com t8i di d€m, phi-6ng khéo téi

chiing sai ntra phut. Lé-c3t va Mai-nwong

khi Xy tuc-trire & trong phong dn. Phi-éng
mé miéng ra chao ming ciu thw nhirt 43

thidy chiy ra tién bac réi. Nio 1 bi€n chudi
hat-trai quiin ¢8, ndo la vong, nao la xuy@n,
pao la nham mit, nao li hoa tai, mét chip
ciing. di dG nghin é-cwru réi. Réi lai com
tinh ra sau thang luveng truéc, ma phat cho
tean bing tién vang méi, céng la 2.400
phat-ldng., P3d bdy nhiéu thir, lai cén tra
thém gia-vi, nahirng 10i hén tay qui g3i, theo
diau lé-nghi tir thué tién-triéu. Mai-nireng
thé€ ching tir-chdi duge, phai de 130 hén-hit
mot chdp. Treng bung toi nghi cé th& tién
cua l3o méi hoéa ra tién clia nang duoc.
Toi thi dltng che ngodi cira, ché cho Lé-cat
goi vao thi vao.

Khi Mai-nrong d3 thén 1€ cat ca di roi,
Lé-col mé&i ra dit téi vie dua dén truéc
phi-0ng ma bdo t6i vai chio di. Téi cub

.
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vai hai ba cai that gia-gidn. Lé-cOl gioi-
thiéu ma 14ng:

— Xin ton-6ng mién chiip cho thing em
né nhé tudi méi & nhi-qué ra, chwa biét
nhitag le-phép kinh-thanh mét chit nao ca.
Nhirng rdi ra em né nho clra ton-Ong diy,
co. 18 cling khong miy chdc ma theo doi
dwoe d6i ba chut lich-sr. (Rdi Lé-ct lai
quay vé phia t6i ma ring): Chu & diy roi
ra thuéng deoc irong thiy ton-6ng di lai,
nén cé y xem-xét nhirng cich con ngudi
~ lich-sir ma bit-chude lay. Khon-khéo ra thi
chéng miy chdc di nén nguoi.

Lio-gia hinh nhu wa téi. Goi lai gin ma
vO ma doi ba céi, khen toi gioi trai dep-dé,
roi kbuyén day toi & Ba-lé ché nénla-ca ba
dau di 46, ma tap-tanh nhitng thoi an choi.
Lé-c0t doan két voi phi-Oong ring tinh-khi
toi ngoan 1¥m, chi chiam-chi mdt sy hoc-
banh dé di tu ma thoi. Gi lai khen riéng
toi tir thud nho co thoi bay ban thé, tung-
piém lam cach tiéu-khien.

Lao gia lai nang 1&y cim 16i hit 1én ma
ring :

— Ciu em nay giong chi Mai-nirong lim
nhi? 3

Toi lam ra cach that-itha ma dap rang:
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— Thuwra ngai, chi em rudt thit lién nhaws
ahw thé, trach nao chdng gidng. B&i thé

16i yéu chi téi qua theé, thura ngai a.

Phu-6ng nganh mit vao Lé-c6tf ma ring:

— P4, nghe kbong? Ciu em nay dn mdol
¢6 nhiéu tri khén | Tiéc thay khong duee
giao-thiép v&i ngudi ta cho lam. |

— Téi noi: Thua ngai, & nha-qué téi dild
thudng gip nhiéu ngudi ngu-ngde & trong
cac gido-duwong. O Ba-lé ching 18 téi lai
khong gip dugc nhiéu ké ngu-ngdc hes
{61 nira hay sao. - |

— La chua! thang bé nha qué sao néi
duoc nhitng ciu ddao-de nhwr vay?

Trong sudt mdt bita com, cau chu‘yén“d&
dap daicuwongnhu the ca. Miy 14n xuyt nirs
ti€t 16 ca ra, vi Mai-nirong tinh hay cwds
gua. Cir mOi cau no6i 12 nang cudi bo lim
bo cang. Nhian 130 bit hiiu chuyén cO-tick
cho vui, t6i nghl ra du¢oc mét cau chuyée
(R0 gia say mé sac duc, bi chung lira che
y nhu 1a chuyén hién-nhién ciia ldo viy.
T6i coi hinh dung ldo ma tuédng tuwong ra
mot vai trong chuyén, gia dem so véi lde
thi that gidng nhau bén muei bén chin,
Hai anh em nhd Mai-nrong ngdi nghe ci
run 1én 12y-biy, nhirt 12 lic toi ta cdi chan-
dung ldo-nhian hi€u sidc. Ciing may ma com
agudi ta c6 cai 1¢ nom thiy chin-twéng
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sainh h& tuéng nhiu chd x3u, thi din hét
2&n d4u ciing it ké nhin ra; th& méi biél
th&-gian khong miy ké chiu minh la x3u.
Y& t6i cling khéo lién 1¢i, lic ndo xem né!
@it ngudi nghe thiy hoi cé nguy-hiém, thi
#da thém miy nét pha vao birc anh truyén
thin, nd hoéa ngay ra ngudi khac, khiéo
sho l3de ciling phai cudi ma ché cai lio
wrong chuyén 12 x3u. San nady roi doc-gid

hién ro vi cb' lam sao ma toi ké dang-dénh

=8u chuyén 2y.

Tiéc tan, ¢€n gi& di nghi, 130 nga nga néi
4&n chuyén tréu hoa gheo nguyét, roi lai
»6ng bay dé 16 ra riing nong viéec dong
phong. Lé-cot va toi biét y, lui ra. Lio g¢
sgurdi nha dira vdo phong nghi, con Mai-
awong thi tim cé xin ra mot lat. Co xe cho
& dang xa, thdy ching tdi thidp tho ra curs
thi dank lai gin, chi trong giay phut, bs
chiing t6i da di cach xa cai nha thué riéng
shua 130 phi-k§.

Tuy réng tdi ngim ra biét viéc do 12 mé:
viéc ddo-dién, nhwng xét trong cacviécdio-
#diéachatoéitirthud khonléncho dénbaygié
thil viec ddo-dién 2y conla nhe toi nhirt, To

#y viéc co gian buc lan khi truéde lam dang

#a-han hon nhiéu ! tuz nhién cua phi-nghis
*k€ mio ciing van la cta phi-nghia. Ha
shuyén di lira ngudi ma ching lin nac duor
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én cd, ma y tréi xanh cling con tua ké luong-
tam, cho nén tdi cua t6i nhe nhit ma viée
bio rng lai dau dén hon trude.

Ching bao l2u phu-éng chd mii ching
thdy nang vao, bi€t 14 mie muu lira dio.
Kbbng bi€t ngdy dém hom Zy, thildo cbsaj
ai di tdm 0@ chiag t6i hay khong, nhuug
v& sau thi biét ring 130 thin-thé lim, 4dng
tién b6 ra, klién; nii nao cao, khdng séng
ndo sdu, ma chiug thim dé dwge khip. Va
chung toi lai la w6t 1d tré nguei non da,
nghT ddt Ba-l¢ I to lédm, nha minh & tan
ddu nay, nba phi-éng & tan cufi kia, rong
dai nhu chim trén trod, ohu c4 duéi awée,
si ma tim dwoc, cho nén khong ¢o giir gin
chih&t. Ching baolau phi-6ngkhéng nhirng
dd ra cho chang t6i cuw-tri, bidt hét tinh
canh hién-duong cla ching toi thé nio, ma
l2i con biét dugc ca d&€n can do téi, su
trirérc clia t6i voi nang dem nhau dén & Ba-
lé ra lam sao, viéc nang di lai §6i B. phi-ho
trieére the nao, roi nang lira bé B. phu-ho
ma di theo tdi ra th€ nao; néi (Sng lai thi
Dao nhiéu nhing® nodi ldng-nhing.dé-tién
nhirt cia ching toi, 130 tham do ra hét. Lio
bén quyét chi trinh quan dé quar che di
tréc A ching téi, coi nhw mot 1 ding tir,
can phai trirng gido, chir ¢iing khony coi
ahu quan gian di trém cap.
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Hoém iy téi véi nang con nim, bdng thiy
mot 1én doi voi chirng sau tén linh canh-sat
goi clra ma vio. Truée h&t bao nhiéu tién
bac clia qui, quan ay thu lay ca, roi dung
chung toi day, bdt chung téi ban quin do
vio ma di theo ching nd ra cira. Ra dén
du'ém«r thi thiy d3 sin hai e¢d xe. Nang thi
ho bit b lém mot ¢ xe, réi dem di diu mat,
Téi thi ho dé lén €0 xe kia, ma diéu cho dén
nhi-nguc Thanh La-da.

Tréi ddt oi! ai co tirng trai nhitng burdc
Fy méi hiu dwoe edi x6t-xa dan-don cla
t5i khi biy gir né thé nao. Nhitng quan dau
ma 4c-nghiét lam vay, no khéng cho hai dura
hén nhau mdot Bin sau rdt, rdi hiy phan réd
nhan ra. Noi voinhau mét 1éi n6 cling khong
cho dwoc n6i. VE san m3i mai téi chingcd
tin tirc gi clia nang ca, khong biét nd dem
pans di ddu, nd hanh ha nang nhitvrng cach
gi. Cling 12 mdt cdi may cho t4i, vi n€u t0i
- bi&t ra ma khong lam gi dwee, thico 18 tire
lén ma héa ro héa dai, hollc uit lén ma
chét mat.

Sautdiméibiétraringhémiy tinh-nwong
ciia toi bi bat dem giam trong mot sé, dén
bay gior toi nghi dé€n, hdy con kinh-khiép,
khong dam goi tén la s& gi. Than 6i! mot
manh hong-nhan th€ 2y, vi dt nhirng khach
dévurong ma cling mit ta, long ta, thi phong

 —— — —
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tdn 1én bac hau-phi nao cho xirng dang sic¢
tai nay! Ho didi nang khong tan nhin lim,
iuy ho chi giam cd-u chat ché, ngay ngiy
9at 1am cong viéc gi d9o, rdi cho an hai bita
rau dwra. Maj m'z{y thaing vé sau, t6i mod
fuoc bidt tm ay. Trude toi cling phal gi:m
sim kho s&, G-l ching biét mdt thi gi.

Hém ay ho bit tdi di, ho dinh gidi téi df
45u, ho khdng néi cho téi biét, thanh ra té!
d&€n cira nha-nguc Thanh La-da mé&i nhanp
ra. Nhur ldc 8y thi tudng chirng toi co the
chét duoc, toi xin ch@t ngay con hon 1a bj
c4di nhyc nay. SO 1a toi nhirng nghe noi dén
tén cai nha dy, da s&n long roi. Khi téi vie
trong cira, nhitng quan nguc-t8t dén kham
ainh tdi xem c6 khi-gi¢i, hodc d6 nhon, dé
sic gi nita khong thi t6i lai kinh nia.

Buroc mot lat thi 6ng ¢0 coi nha trirng-trj
{y & trong buéc ra. Thira 6ng da biéi trwwée
t6i roi, 6ng ngot-ngao ma chiao hoi toi. Tél 1
agd 6ngsipra lam diéu gi tan nhan veoi toi,
t8i voi-vang thwa trudc dng riang: R

— Cha o1, xin cha ché l2m nhuc con!
tha con muén chét con hon chiu mét sy
ahucl

Ong cd voi-vang dap lai -

- Khéng, khéng. Dién 4y cdng-tir dirng
s¢e. Cong-tlr & day cir ngoan-ngodn, thi roj
46i ta t7r-t€ voi nhau vo cting.
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C8 lai mdi toi 1én mot cai phong trée
tirug gac. TOi ling ling di theo. Nhirng quir
ip giadi dwa toi lén dén tin cura phong. bée
d6, ong cd bao ho lui ra. Téoi méi hoi:

- Thira cha, vay la con lanr ti cla chs
46 hay sao? Cha bat con ma lam gi day?

Ong c8 rang thay tdi an néi biét diéu nhv
yay thi mang, phan s 6ng la san nom tdi,
va cJ sirc rin bio, dé khién cho t6i bi#dt us
diéu dao-dirc va diéu ton-gido ; ma phan sy
t6i 1a ¢O gdng nghe lay nhitng léi khon Ié
- phai. Néu toi chiu khé cham chi, khéng phy
~ ¢ong gido-huin, thi dau 13 phan thing ta,
alirrng ciing s& c6 canh vui. Toi lién dap

— Canh vui u? thuwa cha! Cha ha lai khéng
nay duy chi ¢c6 mot sy lam duwoc cho con
yui ma thoi a? |

—- Cha cling bi&t réi. Nhurng cha cén wérc
20 con c6 ngay doi cai s&-thich Ay di.

Toi nghe cau dap lai 2y, hi€éu ring dng
25 nay biét chuyén trudc cua td6i roi ma cé
& biét ca danh tinh nha toi. Toi vdi hoi cé
ohai th€ ching, thi 0ng gat diu ndi ring d3
:Zt hét.

Pé 1a cai bhinh phat nang nhat cho téi,
T6i m&i ran-rua nurédc mat ra ma khéc-lée,
agh? minh cie-kho vo cling, khong con cé
_ hi-vong gl nira, Thanh ra viéc xau cia mink
agudi quen ké thudc, ai ai cling dd bict ca,
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ma thait 14 dé-déu cho cha me ho hirg,
thién-ha ngudi ta ché cuoi, khong biét thé
nao ma ké. Trong tam ngiy trdi, téi ri-roi
khong con mudn nghe, mudn néi véi ai,
chi pban chi vé mdt e4i cye-nhuc cia minh.
Dé&n noi cai tinh-cash phéi biét-ly véi Mai-
nuwong ciing khéong thém dau-dén cho toi
duoc chiit nao nira, boi vi cai dau-dén ctia
minh né di dén cuwe-diém réi. Su tiée nho
Mai-nuwong la eai cam-tinh di co trude roi,
moi dén cai xdl-xa nay no lai to bing gip
mav, that 13 x3u, thit 13 nho-nhudc! Mit
nao macon dam gio ra cho ai coi nita day !

Thé-gian cé it nguwoi biét eai sire manhtla
nhirng cach cam-khai déc-biét 3y. Ké tim-
thuong .chi cam d nim siu mdi tinh ma
thoi, ca cudc sinh-hoat cam-déng & trong
cai gigi-han 2y, ngoai-gia hi, nd, ai, lac, 4i,
0, duc, la nhirng thudng tinh, con thi he
khong biét cam cai gi nira ca. Duy nhitag
bac co chi-khi hon nguéi, 12 bi&t dong long
tram nghin cach khac. Hinh nhw nhitng bac
3y co hen ngli-quan ngeai-gia may gidac-bd
thuéong cla nguodi ta, ho lai c6 nhirng gidc-
bd riéng, dé ma cam nhitng tinh, ngu
nhithg v ma ngudi thudng khéng cam,
khong ngu dirgc. MA nhirng bac co cai giac-
b6 riéng &y, hinh nhur ciing biét ring minb

» - » - . » 2 v »
cO, ma ¢é la hon nguoi ta co y ve-vang o
7
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Céch hai ngay thi ¢8 bédo 16i ring phi-6ng
nghe ngwoi ké lai sir 10i dn & tai nha
nbw th&, thi ching nhitng quyét long néi
cho 16i dwoc tha ra, ma lai con muén thin
hanh vao tham téi trong nguc-that. Tuy cai

hin-hanh 2y, 16i khong 13y gi lam vui cho

minh c4, song 10i nghi cé6 viy méi chéng

ra ngoai, cho nén 16i ciing ming Iéng ma

doi khach. .

Pha-0ng qua dén thim toi. Hom 2y toi
coi bo ngudi hish nhir thiy nghiém-trang
hoa va it ngu-xudn hon cai hom téi gip &
nha riéng 130 mudn cho Mai-nwong &. Phi-
éng dien-thuy€t voi téi moét héi vé sur dai
ctua toi trirde. Toi nghe ciing khéng chréng
tai cho lam. Phu-Ong lai néi dé g& tat mink
ring viéc ngudi ta ai ching co lic Ira duc
birng-birng khon nén, nhirng ma dung dén
chuée lira-dao ngudi ta nhirng k€ diéu-
nzoan, man-ira, thila shirng t6i phai trirng
phat. | .

T6i lay dang chiu lgyy ma nghe l&i 1o
noi, thi hinh nhuw l3o ciling dep long. Lio
lai n6i rirn 16i mAy cau vé s 161 véi Mai-

{8 niwong nhaa nhau domg-bao ti-dé, va tinh
& toi hay bay ban thé cung bai, ¥ hin tir
] ngay vao Thanh La-da ciing chuyén-cén
viéc ay lam. Téi khong gidn ma nghe 3o
ron. Ching may cho lio ma lai ching m: y

e -
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Lic Zy thi t6i cling di mét nhoaii, thé
ciibag ra hoi nira roi. Téi hong-héc mi
céu lén ring: .

-- Tré&i dat cha me oi! co-sir di d€n thé,
thi £0i con sOng lam sao duoc nira !

N6i roi toi lai muSa nhidy x0 vio msi
danh cho ldao-gia mot tran ntra. Ho ngame
t0i ra. Bay gid tdi kéu, téi khoc, toéi va! /A
minh-may di-ddi qua. Té6i lam ra nhitng |
s quai-la, khién cho nhirng ngudi ding
d6 khong hiéu duyén-do, thi ai niy nhis
ehau c6 phidn ngac-nhién, ¢é phin e-sg¢.

Trong khi &y, thi M6 pha-hd sira-sang méi
t6c va ca-vat lai. Cam tirc sau ca bot mép,
\#o m&i truy%n cho 6ng ¢80 phai giam tél
(ai cho chat, va trong nha nguc cé nhiteg
hinh phat gi tan-té hon ca, th1 dem ra m3
thi-hanh cho tdi. Ong ¢d cdi cho téi ring:

— Ton-6ng quén di mit, céng-tir diy 13
agudi qui-toc, khong the d& cho quin ngue
tdt lam nhuc cong-trduoc. Va cOng-tir bam
tanh rat hign-lanh, ty dung cong-tir Iam
hung nhw vay véi ton-6ng, chic khéng phat
ia khong co co.

Lio phti-hd nghe ciu iy thi tirc 1dm, vung
ving di tr& ra ma de doa ring phen nay sé
adi v&i quan trén batky duoc Ong cd va tér
phdi chiu phép, cho ma biét tay thin-th&.
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