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The hook 1is adunirably planpied and is not marged
by preconceived mnotions 1t is happily free from all
bi:n-—especiully'i.s it not disfigured hy that anti foreign
ipe]ing to ;vhich “somaq crthusiantic later day anthors
are prone" when they spoﬁl.ul’ the Maratha and the
*Sikh community in the diys of their glorioud inde-
pendenged This 19 the shecr Dlindness of a certain
section ®*of our pubKe men; they want the European
spirit in every department of thought and arfion antd

yet arg® perversely railing against that very influence

which is réquired to shape n:’ul mould our social polity.
All the leading Sikh Gfrus have been distinetly
sketeched.  'The lapguage s quite tnodern, 18 simple
and chdste, is not :-11."1}1 spotfed with Sunscritist phra-
seology and the *narrative flows on umimpeded by
prajudice or predifection. '
The introductinn is the chiel feature.
The rise, growth and fall o} the Sikh power have been
trac&d with a master's band and tho real caused of its
dgeay have been anglysed 'with nns.urpaas?hle skill.
The main point on whichy 8abu Rabindra Nath, hhs
laid great rtress is the.fact that tHe religious ¥achings
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of the first Gurus should not have heen allowed to be
diverted to earthlier palitical “pu;'poses, the sparl'c'o[
spiritual fervour should not have heen used in iguiting
the I[aggots of military enthusiasin whoss intense glows
certainly spread over the particular “community fer
a while but Jeft the rest of the country untouched,
unmoved, uglquick:ned, left 1t, as 1t ViAS hﬁf()re,. buried
Jn sloth, selfishness and Irigid indifference.  The
Sikh reformers made a huge mistake when they turned
the* spirit'’s current ¢into the degraded channels of
martial ambition and renown: the stream which broke
forth and issued from the snow-clad.Meights and sweet
ened the lives* of mew heggmechoked amilsy thie bases
sands.

All sincere students of literature must welcome such
works. They indicate that the hisy)ric spirit,‘th:: histo-
rig attitude, the historic vision which [ndian writers
never possessed before has been born.
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