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Attention may be called to a system of secreb writing called

inﬁ' 1y 15, The lhermit metamorphosing  letters.—This

is simply writing any given text backwards.

£ 24

(o) andsdan quou
{ t 1 1
apuanaTITé ugwu’ﬁm
(a) olnddh  wguw

4 [] [ ] [] | %4
W oY 11 497 VN I,

A system of secret writing which is of course of universal
* 3 3 - » . hed .
application aud which is known in Siam as 111;_] HU G counting

by three, and 17]{] u'f_] vﬁ counting by five, is the following : —

The text is written down. If we have for instance 23 words
or letters we commence with the 8th letter which is written down
and so on with every eighth letter.  The third letter will then he
the first of the original text.

It is the same when we divide

19 letters in 13
w7 ., , 6
26 3 3 9

or counting five

19 letters in 4
21, » 17
14 3 » 3

The following may serve as examples:—
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A similar secret method of indicating numbers we find also
in some instances in old Siamese Mss. The method goes by the
name of aksara sankhyd, the numeral letters. By its name its Indian
origin is shown. '

We find no indication at what time the system has been
introduced and, although as regards secret writing it would lend
itself to many combinations, it seems mostly to have been employed
in astrologienl works.

'The letters which nre used for the forming of figures are
those of the Indian alphabet and none of the specific Siamese
letters enter into the combination This alphabet is divided into
three divisions of nine leiters each called navasankhyd and one
of five letters paficasankliyd to indicate consonants, and the vowels
with fiand n for zero called sinasankhya :—

We have thus to indicate the numbers from 1-9 the following

1} 1T A A N q f 9 21

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

3 W WM w0 n 1

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

g T a 5 & A ¥ w W

1 2 B 4 5 6 7 8 9 and further to

indicate the numbers frem 1—5 9] B N f u
1 2 3 4 5

‘Whilst for Zero we have the vowels
o8 mafnnwinomd gy
© © o0 o o o o o o o
The example is:—
oWl 0, g, W, TR n, 8, 8, 19
@ o o . T @ e @
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P 3 03
We 0, 3y, W, wew oM §, m, e, 0, Un¥

® B o o . o & o o
i 0, ¥ f 7 u
a9, ¥, 8, 8, AT i

9, 7, W, W, 1B, fn oo
W b o o °

Thus to indicate that a change of the era from the
Buddhist to the (hulasakarat should take place, the word %d 1hen
is used, where 1 is the equivalent of I, ¥ of 8, 3] of 1 and

# of 1, meaning that the number 1181 is to be added or subtracted

from the year of the Era.

—— BRI
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