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DANIEL Ifaac Eatonhaving nowfurniſhed the public with

correct copies of the CONSTITUTIONS OF FRANCE AND

AMERICA, is exceedingly anxious to lay before his country

men, defined with equal beauty and perfpicuity, the CON

STITUTION OF GREAT BRITAIN . But having hitherto

in vain fought a copy of that admirable original, which, in

the opinion of Mr. Burke, " is oftoo high an order ofexcel

lence to be adapted to thoſe which are common ;" and which, in

the words ofDr. Plowden, " is clear and fimple, adapted to

" the underſtandings of all- -whoſe welfare it ſecures :”

which Mr. Paine defcribes as 66 a good conſtitution for cour

❝tiers, placemen, penfioners, borough holders, and the

" leaders of parties ;" and which others entitle " the envy

and admiration of the world ;" he moſt earneſtly invites

the antiquarians and politicians to a refearch for fo ineftima

ble an article ; promiſing, that ſhould their induſtry enable

them to favour him with a copy, he will directly print, at his

own expence, a fufficient number to allow him to prefent one

to each of his Majeſty's loving fubjects, as the moſt effectual

means of oppofing the feditious attempts of Mr. Thomas

Paine, and thoſe who have fo impiouſly denied the veryexift

ence ofthat which we fo zealously idolize.
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

UNITED STATES.

WE, the people of the United States , in order to form

a more perfect Union, eſtabliſh juſtice, inſure do

meftic tranquillity, provide for the common defence, promote

the general welfare, and fecure the bleffings of Liberty to

ourſelves and our pofterity, DO ORDAIN AND ESTABLISH

this CONSTITUTION for the UNITED STATES of

AMERICA.

ARTICLE I.

Sect. 1. ALL legiſlative powers herein granted, ſhall be

veſted in a Congrefs ofthe United States, which ſhall confift

of a Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives .

Sect. 2. The Houſe of Repreſentatives fhall be compoſed

of members chofen every ſecond year by the people of the fe

veral ftates ; and the electors in each ftate fhall have the

qualifications requifite for clectors of the moſt numerous

branch of the ſtate legiflature.

No perſon ſhall be a Repreſentative who ſhall not have at

tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been ſeven years a

citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when

elected, be an inhabitant of that state in which he fhall be

chofen.

B
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Repreſentatives and direct taxes ſhall be apportioned among

the feveral ſtates which may be included within this union,

according to their refpective numbers, which fhall be de

termined by adding to the whole number of free perſons, in

cluding thoſe bound to fervice for a term of years, and, ex

cluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other perfons.

The actual enumeration ſhall be made within three years

after the first meeting of the Congrefs of the United States,

and within every ſubſequent term often years, in fuch man

ner as they ſhall by law direct. The number of Reprefen

tatives ſhall not exceed one for every thirty thouſand, but

each ſtate ſhall have at leaſt one Repreſentative ; and until

fuch enumeration fhall be made, the ftate of New Hamp

fhire ſhall be entitled to chufe three ; Maffachuſetts, eight ;

Rhode-ifland and Providence Plantations, one ; Connecti

cut, five ; NewYork, fix ; New Jerfey, four ; Pennſylva

nia, eight ; Delaware, one ; Maryland , fix ; Virginia, ten ;

North Carolina, five ; South Carolina, five ; and Georgia,

three .

When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any,

ftate, the executive authority thereofshall iffue writs of elec

tion to fill fuch vacancies.

The House of Repreſentatives ſhall chufe their Speaker

and other officers ; and ſhall have the fole power of impeach

ment.

Sect. 3. The Senate of the United States fhall be com

pofed oftwo fenators
from each ſtate, choſen by the legiſla

ture thereof, for fix years ; and each fenator fhall have one

-vote.

Immediately after they ſhall be affembled in confequence

ofthe first election, they fhall be divided as equally as may

be into three claffes. The feats of the fenators of the first

claſs ſhall be vacated at the expiration of the fecond year,

of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and.

UE.
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of the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year, ſo that

one third may be chofen every fecond year ; and if vacan

cies happen by refignation, or otherwiſe, during the recess of

the legiſlature of any ftate, the executive thereof may make

temporary appointments until the next meeting of the legif

lature, which fhall then fill fuch vacancies.

.. No perfon fhall be a fenator who ſhall not have attained

to the age ofthirty years, and been nine years a citizen of

the United States, and who fhall not, when elected, be an

inhabitant of that ftate for which he fhall be chofen.

The Vice Prefident of the United States fhall be Prefident

of the Senate, but ſhall have no vote, unleſs they be equally

divided .

TheSenate fhall chufe their other officers, and alſo a Prefi

dent pro tempore, in the abſence of the Vice-Prefident, or

when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident of the United

States,

The Senate ſhall have the fole power to try all impeach

ments. When fitting for that purpoſe, they ſhall be on oath

or affirmation. When the Prefident ofthe United States is

tried, the Chief Juftice fhall prefide and no perſon ſhall

be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the

members prefent.

Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, fhall not extend fur

ther than to removal from office, and diſqualification to hold

and enjoy any office of honour, truft, or profit, under the

United States ; but the party convicted fhall nevertheleſs be

liable and fubject to indictment, trial , judgment and punish

ment, according to law.

Sect. 4. The times, places, and manner, of holding elec

tions for Senators and Repreſentatives, fhall be preſcribed in

each ſtate by the legiſlature thereof: but the Congreſs may,

at any time, by law, make or alter fuch regulations, except as

to the places of chufing ſenators.

The congrefs fhall affemble at least once in every year ;

B 2 and
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and fuch meeting ſhall be on the first Monday in December,

unleſs they fhall, by law, appoint a different day.

Sect. 5. Each houſe ſhall be the judge of the elections,

returns, and qualifications, of its own members, and a ma

jority ofeach fhall conſtitute a quorum to do buſineſs ; but a

ſmaller number may adjourn , from day to day, and may be

authorized to compel the attendance of abfent members, in

fuch manner, and under fuch penalties, as each houſe may

provide.

Each houfe may determine the rules of its proceedings,'

punish its members for diforderly behaviour, and, with the

concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

Each houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and

from time to time publish the fame, excepting fuch parts as

may, in their judgment, require fecrefy ; and the yeas and

nays ofthe members of either houſe, on any queſtion, ſhall,

at the defire of one fifth of thoſe preſent, be entered on the

journal,

Neither houſe, during the feffion of Congreſs , ſhall, with

out the confent of the other, adjourn for more than three days ,

norto any other place than that in which the two houſes ſhall

be fitting.

Sect. 6. The Senators and Repreſentatives fhall receive

a compenfation for their fervices, to be afcertained by law,

and paid out of the treaſury of the United States . They

fhall in all cafes, except treafon , felony, and breach of the

peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at

the feffion of their refpective houfes, and in going to and re

turning from the fame ; and for any fpeech or debate in

either houſe, they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.

При том
No Senator or Repreſentative fhall, during the time for

which he was elected, be appointed to any civil office under

the authority of the United States, which fhall have been

created, or the emoluments whereof ſhall have been encreaf

ed during fuch time ; and no perfon holding any office under

the
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the United States, ſhall be a member of either houſe during

his continuance in office. adi

Sect. 7. All bills for raifing revenue ſhall originate in the

Houſe of Repreſentatives ; but the Senate may propoſe or

concur, with amendments, as on other bills.

Every bill which ſhall have paffed the Houſe of Repre

fentatives and the Senate, fhall, before it become a law,

be prefented to the Prefident of the United States : if he

approve, he ſhall fign it ; but, if not, he fhall return it, with

his objections, to that houſe in which it ſhall have origi

nated, who ſhall enter the objections at large on their jour

nal, and proceed to reconfider it. If, after fuch reconfider

ation, two thirds of that houſe ſhall agree to paſs the bill, it

fhall be fent, together with the objections, to the other houſe,

by which it fhall likewife be reconfidered ; and if approved

by two thirds of that houſe, it ſhall become a law. But

in all ſuch caſes, the votes of both houſes ſhall be determined

by yeas and nays ; and the names of the perfons voting for

and againſt the bill , shall be entered on the journal of each

houfe refpectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the

Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall

have been preſented to him, the fame shall be a law, in like

manner as if he had figned it, unleſs the Congreſs, by their

adjournment, prevent its return, it which caſe it shall not be

a law.

Every order, refolution, or vote, to which the concurrence

of the Senate and Houſe of Reprefentatives may be neceſſary

(except on a queftion of adjournment) fhall be prefented to

the Prefident of the United States ; and before the fame ſhall

take effect, fhall be approved by him; or, being difapproved

by him, ſhall be repaffed by two thirds of the Senate and

Houſe of Reprefentatives, according to the rules and limita

tions preſcribed in the cafe of a bill.

Sect. 8. The Congrefs fhall have power

To lay and collect taxes, duties , impofts, and exciſes, to

pay the debts, and provide for the common defence and ge

neral
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neral welfare of the United States ; but all duties, impoſts,

and excifes,, fhall be uniform throughout the United States :

To borrow money on the credit of the United States :

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among

the feveral ſtates, and with the Indian tribes :

To eftablish an uniform rule of naturalization, and uni

form laws on the ſubject of bankruptcies throughout the

United States :

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of foreign

coin, and fix the ſtandard of weights and meaſures :

To provide for the puniſhment of counterfeiting the fecu

rities and current coin ofthe United States :

To eſtabliſh poſt-offices and poſt-roads :

To promote the progrefs offcience and ufeful arts, by fe

curing, for limited times, to authors and inventors, the ex

clufive right to their reſpective writings and diſcoveries :

'To conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme court :

... To define and puniſh piracies and felonies committed on

the high feas, and offences againſt the law of nations :

To declare war, grant letters of marque and reprifal, and

make rules concerning captures on land and water :

To raiſe and ſupport armies ; but no appropriation of

money to that uſe ſhall be for a longer term than two years :

To provide and maintain a navy :

To make rules for the government and regulation of the

land and naval forces :

18

-To provide for calling forththe militia to execute the laws

of the Union, fupprefs infurrections, and repel invaſions :

To provide for organizing, arming and difciplining the

militia, and for governing fuch part of them as may be em

ployed in the fervice of the United States, referving to the

ftates refpectively, the appointment of the officers, and the

authority of training the militia according to the diſcipling

prefcribed by Congreſs :

To exerciſe exclufive legiflation in all cafes whatſoever,

over fuch diſtrict (not exceeding ten miles fquare) as mayby

ceffion

*
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ceffion of particular ftates, and the acceptance of Congrefs,

become the feat of the government of the United States, and

-to exerciſe like authority over all places purchaſed by the

confent of the legiflature of the ftate in ,which the fame fhall

be, for the erection of forts, magazines, arſenals, dock-yards,

and other needful buildings :-And

{To make all laws which ſhall be neceffary and proper for

carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and all other

powers veſted by this conftitution in the government ofthe

United States, or in any department or office thereof.

Sect . 9. The migration, or importation, of ſuch perſons

as any of the States now exifting fhall think proper to ad

mit, ſhall not be prohibited by the Congreſs prior to theyear

one thousand eight hundred and eight ; but a tax or duty

may be impoſed on fuch importation, not exceeding ten dol

lars for each perfon.

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus fhall not be fuf

pended, unleſs when, in cafes of rebellion or invaſion , the

public fafety may require it.

No bill of attainder, or ex poftfacto law, ſhall be paffed .

No capitation, or other direct tax, fhall be laid, unleſs in

proportion to the cenfus, or enumeration herein before di

rected to be taken... !

f

No tax or dutyfhall be laid on articles exported from any

ftate. No preference fhall be given by any regulation of

commerce or revenue to the ports of one ſtate over thoſe of

another: nor fhall veffels bound to, or from , one ftate be

obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties in another.

No money fhall be drawn from the treaſury, but in con

fequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular ſtate

ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all

public money ſhall be publiſhed from time to time.

No title ofnobility fhall be granted by the United States :

and no perfon holding any office of profit or truft under them ,

fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, accept ofany pre

fent,

f
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1

fent, emolument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, from

any king, prince, or foreign ftate .

Sect. 10. No ftate fhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or

confederation ; grant letters of marque and reprifal ; coìn

money, emit bills of credit ; make any thing but gold and

filver coin a tender in payment of debts ; pafs any bill of at

tainder, ex poſt facto law, or law impairing the obligation of

contracts, or grant any title of nobility.

No ftate fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs, lay

any impofts, or duties on imports or exports, except what

may be abſolutely neceffary for executing its inſpection laws

and the net produce of all duties and impofts, laid by any

ftate on imports or exports, fhall be for the ufe of the trea

fury of the United States ; and all fuch laws ſhall be ſubject

to the revifion and controul of the Congrefs. No ftate fſhall,

without the confent of Congreſs, lay any duty of tonnage,

keep troops, or fhips of war in time of peace, enter into any

agreement or compact with another ftate, or with a foreign

power, or engage in war, unleſs actually invaded, or in fuch

imminent danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE II.

Sect. 1. The executive power ſhall be veſted in a Prefi

dent ofthe United States of America. He fhall hold his of

fice during the term of four years, and, together with the

Vice-Prefident, chofen for the fame term, be elected as fol

lows :

Each ſtate ſhall appoint, in fuch manner as the legiſlature

thereofmay direct, a number of electors , equal to the whole

number of Senators and Repreſentatives to which the ftate ,

may be entitled in the Congreſs : but no Senator or Repre

fentative, or perfon holding an office of truft or profit under

the United States, fhall be appointed an elector,

The

1

}

>

I
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The electors fhall meet in their reſpective ſtates, and

vote by ballot for two perfons, ofwhom one at leaſt ſhall

not be an inhabitant of the fame ftate with themſelves.

And they ſhall make a liſt of all the perfons voted for, and

ofthe number of votes for each ; which lift they fhall fign

and certify, and tranfmit, fealed , to the feat of the govern

ment ofthe United States, directed to the Preſident ofthe

Senate. The Prefident ofthe Senate fhall, in the prefence

of the Senate and Houſe of Repreſentatives, open all the

certificates, and the votes ſhall then be counted. The per

fon having the greateſt number of votes fhall be the Pre

fident, if ſuch number be a majority of the whole number

of electors appointed ; and if there be more than one who

have fuch majority, and have an equal number of votes,

then the House of Reprefentatives fhall immediately chufe

by ballot one of them for Prefident ; and ifno perfon have

a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift the fard

Houſe fhall in like manner chufe the Preſident. But in

chufing the Prefident, the votes fhall be taken by ftates, the

repreſentation from each state having one vote ; a quorum

for this purpoſe ſhall confift of a member or members from

two thirds of the ſtates, and a majority of all the ſtates ſhall

be neceffary to a choice. In every cafe, after the choice

ofthe Prefident , the perfon having the greateſt number of

votes of the electors fhall be the Vice- Prefident. But if

there fhould remain two or more who have equal votes, the

Senate ſhall chufe from them by ballot the Vice-Preſident.

The Congrefs may determine the time of chufing the

électors, and the day on which they fhall give their votes ;

which day fhall be the fame throughout the United States.

No perfon except a natural born citizen , or a citizen of

the United States, at the time ofthe adoption of this Con

ſtitution , ſhall be eligible to the office of Prefident ; nei

ther fhall any perfon be eligible to that office who fhall

с not

&WA
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Sett. 2. Thejudicial power fhall extend to all cafes, in

law and equity, arifing under this Conftitution , the laws of

the United States, and treaties made, or which ſhall be

made, under their authority ; to all cafes affecting ambaſ

fadors, other public minifters, and confuls ; to all cafes of

admiralty and maritime jurifdiction ; to controverfies
to

which the United States fhall be a party ; to controverſies

between two or more ftates ; between a ftate and citizens

of another ſtate ; between citizens of different ſtates ; be

tween citizens ofthe fame ftate claiming lands under grants

ofdifferent ſtates ; and between a ſtate, or the citizens thereof,

and foreign ſtates , citizens or ſubjects.

In all cafes affecting ambaſſadors, other public miniſters

and confuls, and thoſe in which a ſtate ſhall be a party, the ſu

preme court shall have original jurifdiction . In all the other

cafes before mentioned, the fupreme court ſhall have appel.

late jurifdiction, both as to law and fact, with fuch excep

tions, and under fuch regulations as the Congreſs ſhall make.

The trial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeachment,

fhall be by jury ; and fuch trial fhall be held in the ſtate

wherethe faid crimes fhall have been committed ; but when

not committed within any ftate, the trial fhall be at fuch

place or places as the Congrefs may by law have directed .

Se&t. 3. Treafon againſt the United States, fhall confift

only in levying war againſt them, or in adhering to their

enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No perfon fhall

be convicted of treafon unleſs on the teftimony of two wit

neffes to the fame overt act, oron confeffion in open court .

1

The Congreſs ſhall have power to declare the puniſhment

of treafon; but no attainder of treafon fhall work corrup- .

tion ofblood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the per

fon attainted .

1

+

ARTI
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ARTICLE IV.

Sect. I. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each ſtate

to the public acts, records and judicial proceedings ofevery

other ftate . And the Congrefs may by general laws pre

fcribe the manner in which fuch acts, records and proceed

ings fhall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Sect. 2. The citizens of each ftate fhall be entitled to all

privileges and immunities of citizens in the ſeveral ſtates.

A perfon charged in any ſtate with treafon, felony, or

other crime, who fhall flee from juſtice, and be found in

another ſtate, ſhall, on demand of the executive authority

ofthe ftate from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re

moved to the ftate having juriſdiction of the crime.

No perfon held to fervice or labour in one ſtate, under

the laws thereof, eſcaping into another, fhall , in confe

quence of any law or regulation therein, be diſcharged from

fuch ſervice or labour, but ſhall be delivered up on claim of

the party to whom ſuch ſervice or labour may be due.

Sect. 3. New states may be admitted by the Congreſs in

to this Union ; but no new ftate fhall be formed or erected

within the jurifdiction of any other ftate ; nor any ſtate

be formed by the junction of two or more ſtates, or parts of

ftates, without the confent of the legiſlatures of the ſtates con

cerned as well as ofthe Congrefs.

The Congreſs fhall have power to difpofe of and make

all needful rules and regulations refpecting the territory or

other property belonging to the United States ; and nothing

inthis conftitution fhall be fo conftrued as to prejudice any

claims ofthe United States, or of any particular ſtate.

Sect. 4. The United States fhall guarantee to every ſtate

in this Union a republican form of government, and ſhall

protect each of them against invafion ; and on application

of
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ofthe legislature, or ofthe executive (when the legiſlature

cannot be convened) againſt domeſtic violence.

ARTICLE V.

The Congrefs, whenever two thirds of both Houſes ſhall

deem it neceffary, fhall propofe amendments to this Con

ftitution, or, on the application of the legiſlatures of two

thirds ofthe ſeveral ftates, fhall call a convention for pro

pofing amendments, which, in either cafe, fhall be valid to

all intents and purpoſes, as part of this Conftitution, when

ratified by the legislatures of three fourths of the feveral

ftates, or by conventions in three fourths thereof, as the

one or the other mode of ratification may be propofed by

the Congreſs : Provided, that no amendment which may

be made prior to the year one thouſand eight hundred and

eight, ſhall in any manner affect the first and fourth clauſes

in the ninth fection of the first article ; and that no ftate,

without its conſent, ft. ll be deprived of its equal fuffrage in

the Senate.

ARTICLE VI.

* All debts contracted and engagements entered into, be

fore the adoption of this Conftitution, fhall be as valid

against the United States under this Conſtitution, as under the

confederation.

This Conftitution , and the laws of the United States

which fhall be made in purſuance thereof ; and all treaties

made, or which fhall be made, under the authority of the

United States, fhall be the fupreme law of the land ; and

the judges in every ftate fhall be bound thereby, any thing

in the Conſtitution or laws of any ſtate to the contrary not

withſtanding.

The Senators and Reprefentatives before mentioned, and

the members of the feveral ftate legiflatures, and all execu

tive
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tive and judicial officers, both of the United States and of

the ſeveral ſtates, fhall be bound by oath or affirmation,

to fupport this Conſtitution ; but no religious teſt ſhall ever

be required as a qualification to any office or public truſt

under the United States .

ARTICLE VII.

The ratification of the conventions of nine ftates , fhall

be fufficient for the eſtabliſhment of this Conftitution be

tween the ſtates fo ratifying the fame.

DONE in Convention, by the unanimous confent ofthe States

prefent, thefeventeenth day of September, in the year ofour

Lord onethousandfeven hundred and eighty-feven, and ofthe

independence ofthe United States of America the twelfth. In

witness whereofwe have hereuntofubfcribed our Names.

GEORGE WASHINGTON, PRESIDENT,

And Deputy from VIRGINIA.

New-Hampshire,

John Langdon,

Nicholas Gilman .

Maffuchufetts,

Nathaniel Gorham,

Rufus King.

Connecticut,

William Samuel Johnſon,

Roger Sherman.

New-York,

Alexander Hamilton.

New-Jersey,

William Livingſton,

David Brearly,

William Patterſon,

Jonathan Dayton.

Pennsylvania,

Benjamin Franklin,

Thomas Mifflin ,

Robert Morris,

George Clymer,

Thomas Fitzfimons,

Jared Ingerfol,

James Wilfon,

Gouverneur Morris.

Delaware,
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Delaware,

George Read,

Gunning Bedford, junior,

John Dickinſon,

Richard Baffett,

Jacob Broom.

Maryland,

James McHenry,

Dan. of St. Thomas Jenifer,

Daniel Carroll .

Virginia,

John Blair,

James Madiſon, junior.

North-Carolina,

William Blount,

Richard Dobbs Spaight,

HughWilliamfon.

South-Carolina,

John Rutledge,

Cha. Cotefworth Pinckney,

Charles Pinckney,

Pierce Butler.

Georgia,

William Few,

Abraham Baldwin.

Atteft.

WM. JACKSON, Secretary.

IN CONVENTION,

MONDAY, September 17, 1787.

PRESENT,

The States ofNEW-HAMPSHIRE , MASSACHUSETTS, CON

NECTICUT, Mr. Hamilton, from NEW-YORK, NEW

JERSEY, PENNSYLVANIA, DELAWARE, MARYLAND,

VIRGINIA, NORTH-CAROLINA, SOUTH-CAROLINA,

and GEORGIA :

RESOLVED,

THAT the preceding Conftitution be laid before the

United States in Congrefs affembled, and that it is the

opinion of this Convention, that it ſhould afterwards be fub

mitted to a Convention of Delegates, chofen in each State.

by the people thereof, under the recommendation of its

Legiſlature, for their affent and ratification ; and that each

Convention affenting to, and ratifying the fame, ſhould

give
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give notice thereof to the United States in Congreſs affem

bled.

Refolved, That it is the opinion of this Convention, that

as foon as the Conventions of nine States ſhall have ratified

this Conſtitution , the United States in Congrefs affembled

fhould fix a day on which electors fhould be appointed by

the States which ſhall have ratified the fame, and a day on

which the electors fhould affemble to vote for the Prefident,

and the time and place for commencing proceedings un

der this Conftitution. That after fuch publication the

electors ſhould be appointed, and the Senators and Repre

fentatives elected . That the electors fhould meet on the

day fixed for the election of the Prefident, and ſhould tranſ

mit their votes certified, figned, fealed, and directed, as

the Conftitution requires, to the Secretary of the United

States in Congrefs affembled. That the Senators and

Repreſentatives ſhould convene at the time and place af

figned. That the Senators fhould appoint a Prefident of

the Senate, for the fole purpoſe of receiving, opening and

counting the votes for Prefident ; and, that after he ſhall

be chofen, the Congrefs, together with the Prefident , ſhould ,

without delay, proceed to execute this Conftitution .

By the Unanimous Order of the Convention,

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident.

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary.

IN CONGRESS , March 4, 1789 .

THE Conventions ofa number ofthe States having at the time of

theiradoptingthe CONSTITUTION expreffed a defire , in order

toprevent mifconftruclion or abufe of its powers, thatfurther

declaratory and reftrictive claufesfhould be added : And as ex

tending
D
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tending theground ofpublic confidence in the government wit

beft enfure the beneficent ends ofits inftitution ;

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Reprefentatives of

the United States ofAmerica in Congress affembled, two thirds of

bothFloufes concurring, That the following articles be pro.

poſed to the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, as amendments

to the Conftitution ofthe United States , all or any of which

articles, when ratified by threefourths of the ſaid legiſlatures,

to be valid to all intents and purpoſes, as part ofthe ſaid Con

ftitution ; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to , and amendment of, the CONSTITU

TION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, propofed by

Congress, and ratified by the Legiſlatures ofthefeveral States,

purſuant to thefifth Article ofthe original Conſtitution.

ARTICLE I.

I

AFTER the firſt enumeration required by the first

article of the Conftitution, there fhall be one reprefen

tative for every thirty thouſand, until the number ſhall

amount to one hundred, after which the proportion ſhall be ſo

regulated by Congreſs, that there fhall be not less than one hun

dred reprefentatives, nor lefs than one reprefentative for every

forty thouſand perfons, until the number of repreſentatives

ſhall amountto two hundred ; after which the proportion ſhall

be fo regulated by Congrefs, that there fhall not be less than

two hundred repreſentatives, nor more than one repreſen

tative for every fifty thoufand perfons ..

ARTICLE II.

No law varying the compenfation for the fervices of the ſe

mators and reprefentatives, ſhall take effect, until an election of

repreſentatives fhall have intervened .

ARTICLE III.

A Congreſs ſhall make no law reſpecting an eſtabliſhment of

'eligion, or prohibiting the free exercife thereof ; or abridg

ing
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ing the freedom of ſpeech, or ofthe prefs ; or the right of the

people peaceably to affemble, and to petition the government

for a redreſs of grievances.

ARTICLE IV.

A well regulated militia being neceffary to the fecurity

ofa free ſtate, the right ofthe people to keep and bear arms

ſhall not be infringed .

ARTICLE V.

No foldier ſhall in time ofpeace be quartered in any houſe

without the confent ofthe owner, nor in time of war, but in a

manner to be preſcribed by law.

ARTICLE VI.

The right of the people to be ſecure in their perſons,

houſes, papers, and effects, againſt unreaſonable ſearches and

feizures, ſhall not be violated, and no warrants ſhall iffue, but

upon probable caufe, fupported by oath or affirmation , and

particularly defcribing the place to be fearched, and the per

fons orthings to be feized.

ARTICLE VII.

No perfon ſhall be held to anſwer for a capital or other

wife infamous crime, unleſs on a prefentment or indictment

of a grand jury, except in cafes arifing in the land or naval

forces, orin the militia when in actual fervice in time of war

or public danger ; nor fhall any perfonbe fubject for the fame

offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor fhall

be compelled in any criminal caſe to be a witneſs againſt him,

ſelf, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due

procefs oflaw ; nor ſhall private property be taken for public

ufe without just compenfation.

ARTICLE VIII,

In all criminal profecutions the accuſed fhall enjoy the right

to a ſpeedy and publie trial, by an impartial jury of the ſtate

and diſtrict wherein the crime ſhall have been committed,

D 2 which
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which diſtrict ſhall have been previouſly afcertained by law,

and tobe informed ofthe nature and caufe of the accufation ;

to be confronted with the witneffes against him ; to have com

pulfory process for obtaining witneffes in his favour, and to

havethe affiftance of counſel for his defence.

ARTICLE IX.

In fuits at common law, where the value in controverfy

fhall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ſhall be

preferved, and no fact, tried by ajury, fhall be otherwife re-ex

amined in any court of the United States, than according to

the rules ofthe common' law.
4

ARTICLE X.

Exceffive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceffive fines im

pofed, nor cruel and unufual puniſhments inflicted .

ARTICLE XI.

The enumeration in the Conftitution, of certain rights

ſhall not be conſtrued to deny or difparage others retained by

the people .

ARTICLE. XII.

The powers not delegated to the United States by the

Conftitution, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are reſerved to

the ftates refpectively, or to the people.

FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG,

Speaker of the House of Reprefentatives.

JOHN ADAMS, Vice-Prefident of the United States,

and Prefident of the Senate.

JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk ofthe House of Repreſentatives ,

SAM. A. OTIS, Secretary ofthe Senate.

IN
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IN CONVENTION,

SEPTEMBER 17, 1787.

SIR,

WEhave nowthe honor to fubmit to the confideration of

the United States in Congreſs affembled, that Conftitu

tion whichhas appeared to us the moſt adviſable.

The friends of our country have long feen and defired,

that the power of making war, peace and treaties ; that

of levying money and regulating commerce, and the cor

refpondent executive and judicial authorities, fhould be ful

ly and effectually vefted in the general government of the

Union : But the impropriety of delegating fuch extenſive

truft to one body of men is evident-Hence refults the ne

ceffity of a different organization .

It is obviouſly impracticable in the federal government

of theſe States, to fecure all rights of independent fove

reignty to each, and yet provide for the intereſt and ſafe

ty of all- Individuals entering into fociety, muſt give up

a ſhare of liberty to preſerve the reft. The magnitude of

the facrifice muft depend as well on fituation and circum

ftance, as on the object to be obtained. It is at all times.

difficult to draw with precifion the line between thoſe

rights which must be furrendered, and thoſe which may

be referved ; and on the prefent occafion this difficulty was

encreaſed bya difference among the feveral States as to their .

fituation, extent, habits, and particular intereſts .

In all our deliberations on this fubject we kept ſteadily

in our view, that which appears to us the greateſt intereſt of

every true American, the confolidation of our Union, in

which is involved our profperity, felicity, fafety, perhaps our

national exiſtence . This important confideration ſeriouſly

and deeply impreffed on our minds, led each State in the

Convention to be lefs rigid on points of inferior magnitude,

than might have been otherwife expected ; and thus the Con
}

ftitution,
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Atitution, which we now prefent, is the refult ofa fpirit ofami

ty, and ofthat mutual deference and conceffion which the pe

culiarity ofour political fituation rendered indiſpenſible.

That it will meet the full and entire approbation ofevery

State is not perhaps to be expected ; but each will doubt

lefs confider, that had her intereft been alone confulted,

the confequences might have been particularly diſagreeable

or injurious to others ; that it is liable to as few excepti

ons as could reaſonably have been expected we hope and

believe ; that it may promote the laſting welfare of that

country fo dearto us all, and ſecure her freedom and happi-

´ncfs, is our most ardent wiſh.

With great reſpect,

We have the Honorto be,

SIR,

Your Excellency's moſt

Obedient and humble Servants,

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident.

By unanimous Order of the Convention.

His Excellency
O

The PRESIDENT of Congreſs.

IN CONGRESS July 4, 1776.

The UNANIMOUS DECLARATION of the THIRTEEN

UNITED STATES of AMERICA .

WHEN, in the courſe of human events, it becomes ne

ceffary for one people to diffolve the political bands

which have connected them with another, and to affume, a

mong the powers ofthe Earth, the feparate and equal ſtation

to which thelaws ofnature and of nature's God entitle them,

a decent reſpect to the opinions of mankind requires that they

fhould declare the caufes which impel them to the feparation.

We
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We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident ; that all men

arecreated equal ; that they are endowed, by their Crea

tor, with certain unalienable rights ; that among theſe are

life, liberty, and the purfuit of happinefs.-That to fecure

theſe rights, governments are inftituted among men, deriving

theirjuft powers from the confent ofthe governed ; that when

ever any form of government becomes deftructive of theſe

ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to aboliſh it, and

to inftitute new government, laying its foundation on fuch

principles, and organizing its powers in fuch form, as to them

ſhall ſeem moſt likely to effect their fafety and happineſs .

Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long eſta

bliſhed, ſhould not be changed for light and tranfient cauſes ;

and accordingly all experience hath ſhewn, that mankind are

more difpofed to fuffer, while evils are fufferable, than to

right themſelves by abolishing the forms to which they are

accuftomed. But when a long train ofabuſes and ufurpations,

purfuing invariably the fame object, evinces a defign to

reduce them under abfolute defpotiſm , it is their right, it is

their duty, tothrow offfuch government, and to provide new

guards for their future fecurity. Such has been the patient

fufferance of theſe colonies ; and fuch is now the neceffity

which conſtrains them to alter their former ſyſtems ofgovern

ment. The hiftory ofthe prefent King ofGreat-Britain is a

history of repeated injuries and ufurpations, all having in di

rect object the eſtabliſhment of an abfolute tyranny over

theſe ſtates. To prove this, let facts be fubmitted to a can

did world.

He has refuſed his affent to laws the moſt wholeſome and

neceffary for the public good.

He has forbidden his governors to pafs laws of immediate

and preffing importance, unleſs fufpended in their operation

till his affent ſhould be obtained ; and when ſo ſuſpended, he

has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He
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He has refuſed to pafs other laws for the accommodation of

large diftricts of people, unleſs thoſe people would relinquish

the right of repreſentation in the legiſlature ; a right ineſtima

ble to them, and formidable to tyrants only. He has called

together legiſlative bodies at places unuſual, uncomfortable,

and diftant from the depofitory oftheir public records, for the

fole purpoſe of fatiguing them into compliance with his

meaſures.

He has diffolved repreſentative houſes repeatedly, for op

pofing, with manly firmneſs, his invafions on the rights of

the people.

He has refuſed for a long time, after fuch diffolutions, to

caufeothers tobe elected ; whereby the legislative powers, inca

pable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for

their exercife ; the ftate remaining, in the mean time, expofed

to all the dangers of invafion from without, and convulfions

within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe

ftates ; for that purpoſe obſtructing the laws for naturalization

of foreigners ; refuſing to paſs others to encourage their mi

grations hither, and raifing the conditions of new appropria

tions of lands.

He has obftructed the adminiftration of juſtice , by refuſ

ing his affent to laws for eſtabliſhing judiciary powers.

He has made judges dependant on his will alone, for the

tenure oftheir offices , and the amount and payment of their

falaries.

He has erected a multitude ofnew offices, and fent hither

fwarms of officers, to harrafs our people, and eat out their

fubftance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, ftanding armies,

without the confent of our legiſlatures.

- He has affected to render the military independent of, and

fuperior to the civil power.

He
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He has combined with others to fubject us to a jurif

diction foreign to our conftitution, and unacknowledged

by our laws ; giving his affent to their acts of pretended

legiflation :

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us :

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from puniſhment

for any murders which they ſhould commit on the inhabi

tants of theſe ſtates :

For cutting off our trade with all parts ofthe world :

For impofing taxes on us without our confent :

-For depriving us, in manycafes, of the benefits oftrial by

jury :

For tranſporting us beyond feas to be tried for pretended

offences :

For aboliſhing the free ſyſtem of Engliſh laws in a neigh

bouring province, eſtabliſhing therein an arbitrary govern

ment, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to render it at once

an example and fit inftrument for introducing the fame abfo

lute rule into thefe colonies :

Fortaking away our charters, aboliſhing our moſt valuable

laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our govern

ments :

For fufpending our own legiflatures, and declaring them

felves inveſted with power to legiflate for us in all cafes

whatſoever.

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of

his protection, and waging war against us.

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our

towns, and deſtroyed the lives ofour people,

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of foreign

mercenaries to complete the works of death, defolation ,

and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruelty

and perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moſt barbarous ages,

and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

E He
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He has conftrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive

on the high feas, to bear arms against their country, to

become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or

to fall themſelves by their hands.

He has excited domeftic infurrections amongst us, and

has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron

tiers the mercileſs Indian favages, whofe known rule of

warfare is an undiftinguiſhed deftruction, of all ages, fexes,

and conditions.

t

"

In every stage of thefe oppreffions we have petitioned for re

drefs in the most humble terms : Our repeated petitions

have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince,

whofe character is thus marked by every act which may

define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

-Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British

brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of

attempts by their legiſlature to extend an unwarrantable ju

rifdiction over us. We have reminded them of the cir

cumſtances of our emigration and ſettlement here. We

have appealed to their native juſtice and magnanimity, and

we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred

to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably inter

rupt our connexions and correſpondence. They too have

been deafto the voice of juftice and of confanguinity. We

muft, therefore, acquiefce in the neceffity which denounces

our feparation, and hold them , as we hold the reft of man

kind, enemies in war, in peace friends.

We, therefore, the reprefentatives of the United States of

America, in General Congrefs affembled, appealing to the

Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our inten

tions, do, in the name, and by authority of the good people of

thefe colonies, folemnly publiſh and declare, That theſe Uni

ted Colonies are, and of right ought to be, Free and Indepen

dent States ; that they are abfolved from all allegiance to the

British crown, and that all political connexion between them

and

•
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and the ſtate of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be, totally

diffolved ; and, that as free and Independent States, they

have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract allian

ces, eſtabliſh commerce, and to do all other acts and things.

which Independent States may of right do. And for the

fupport ofthis declaration, with a firm reliance on the pro

tection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each

other our lives, our fortunes, and our facred honour.

C

HANCOCK.JOHN

New-Hampshi
re

,

Jofiah Bartlett,

William Whipple,

Matthew Thornton.

Maffuchusetts-Bay,

Samuel Adams,

John Adams,

Robert Treat Paine,

Elbridge Gerry.

Rhode-Island, &c.

Stephen Hopkins,

William Ellery.

Connecticut,

Roger Sherman,

Samuel Huntington,

William Williams,

Oliver Wolcott.

New-York,

William Floyd,

Philip Livingſton ,

Francis Lewis,

Lewis Morris.

New-Jersey,

Richard Stockton,

John Witherſpoon,

Francis Hopkinfon,

John Hart,

Abraham Clark.

Pennſylvania,

Robert Morris,

Benjamin Ruſh,

Benjamin Franklin,

John Morton,

George Clymer,

James Smith,

George Taylor,

James Wilfon,

George Rofs.

Delaware,

Cæfar Rodney,

George Read,

Thomas M'Kean.

Maryland,

Samuel Chafe,

William Paca,'

Thomas
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Thomas Stone,

C. Carroll, of Carrollton,

Virginia,

GeorgeWythe,

Richard Henry Lee,

Thomas Jefferfon,

Benjamin Harriſon,

Thomas Nelſon, jun.

Francis Lightfoot Lee,

Carter Braxton.

North-Carolina,

William Hooper,

-n

Jofeph Hewes,

John Penn.

South-Carolina,

Edward Rutledge,

Thomas Heyward, jun.

Thomas Lynch, jun.

Arthur Middleton,

Georgia,

Button Gwinnett,

Lyman Hall ,

George Walton.

\

IN CONGRESS , AUGUST 26, 1785.

RESOLVED, That the early, unſolicited and continued

labours of Mr. Thomas Paine, in explaining and en

forcing the principles of the late revolution by ingenious

and timely publications upon the nature of liberty and civil

government, have been well received by the citizens of

thefe ftates, and merit the approbation of Congrefs ; and

that in confideration of theſe fervices, and the benefits

produced thereby, Mr. Paine is entitled to a liberal gratifica

tion from the United States.

OCTOBER 3, 1785.

Refolved, That the board of treafury take order for

paying to Mr. Thomas Paine, the fum of three thouſand

dollars, for the confiderations mentioned in the refolution

ofthe 26th of Auguſt laſt.

i.

FINIS,

•
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