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sanae by -

6th May, 1960

Distriet Governor Luang Sitsayamkan,
34, Mansion b, Rajadamnern Avenue,

Bangkok, THAILAND.

My dear Luang Sit,

First of all, I hope that you are really well, I was
very sorry to hear that you have been ill again— the
trouble with you is that you work too hard for Rotary !

I think what I will do next is to write to Lumphoo
and ask her to let you do less for our Rotary Movement !"
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To be serious, do take care of yourself. You are
the most important person in the District, not only

during the time you are District Governor, but also to
train and guide the incoming District Governor. I know
this sounds selfish but you have a responsibility to

Rotary and a part of this responsibility is to be in good
health.

Yours very sincerely,

©. Wechsler

(C. Wechsler)
Fresident.
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A MOST IMPRESSIVE EXPERIENCE

AS A GOVERNOR OF ROTARY
by
Luang Sitsayamkan

Governor, Rotary District 330, 1959—1960

As Governor of Rotary District 330 for the Rotary
year 1959-1960, T had visited all the Rotary clubs in the
District area—from Chiengmai and Vientiane down to
Saigon and Singapore, and to Jesselton and Sandakan in
North Borneo. It had been my privilege to have observed
Rotary at work in the different clubs in our District. As
District Governor I had travelled at least 10,000 miles,
and like most good French wines, I travelled well.

The restoration of peace in this region after World
War II has witnessed a rapid growth of Rotary in this
District. More new clubs were established, and three
countries, namely: Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos, were
added to the Distriet, thus making it one of the most
extensive areas of Rotary International. This District
NOW covers 8 countries and geographical regions, that is
to say: (1) Thailand, (2) Federation of Malaya, (3)
Singapore ( which is 1,000 miles from Bangkok), (4)
Sarawak, (5) North Borneo (Sandakan is 1,000 miles
from Singapore ), ( 6) Vietnam (Saigon is 600 miles from
Bangkok), (7) Cambodia, and (8) Laos ( Vientiane 18
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about 600 miles from Bangkok). When I went to visit
the Sandakan Rotary Club, it took me 10 hours from
Singapore on the Malayan Airways plane, with inter-
mediate stops, of course. But even then, 10 hours’ flight
was no joke, Now with the Viscount Air-planes, the

flying time is much shorter.

In our District, the languages used and spoken are
at least 10 in number, namely: Thai, Malay, Tamil,
Chinese, Dyak, English, Vietnamese, Cambodian,
Laotian, and French. I hear that in the United States a
number of atiractive young girls can speak three lan-
guages with their eyes. I don’t know if any of you have
this linguistic gift. For myself, I must say I have not
been blessed with such wonderful luck. Before I visited
the Vientiane Rotary club, I was advised that in addres-
sing that Club I should speak in either Thai or French,
and that English would not be understood at all. Naturally,
I prepared an address in Thai, and [ managed to have a
rough translation in French ready, in case it might be
needed. Upon arrival in Vientiane, I asked the Secretary
of the Vientiane Club in which language I should address
the club and he replied: English! In the Saigon West
Rotary Club, four languages are used, viz: Vietnamese,
Chinese, French and English. Because of the various
different languages used and spoken in our District,
translation from one language to another is necessary.
I am glad we don’t have to translate poetry for there is
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a saying that a translation of poetry is like a woman: the

more beautiful it is, the less it is likely to be faithful.

Now, the races and nationalities represented in the
membership of the Rotary clubs in our District are no

less than 20. Nevertheless, I am glad to say that wherever
I went within the District area I found warmth, friend-
ship and hospitality. This is living testimony that the
differences in race, nationality, language, culture, and
colour of skin are no barriers to mutual understanding,
goodwill and friendship. I have found that in each of
the communities in our District, in which Rotary serves,
the name “ Rotary” is always and everywhere, not only
the symbol of the highest quality of makind-selfless
services to fellow men—but also THE KEY to the homes
and hearts of all Rotarians and their friends. Here is
evidence of Rotary’s richnessin diversity and its solidari ty

in spirif. In effect, in District 330 we are sort of a small
United Nations of Rotary.

Speaking of selfless service reminds me of the story
of an unselfish man. He spotted a young charming lady
edging her car in and out of a tiny parking space. Ten
minutes later, thanks to his helpful directions, the car
was neatly parked in the space. “Thank you very much, "
the lady said, smiling. “It was very nice of you. But I
was really trying to get out!”

I bave been talking for some time now about this
thing we call Rotary, and some of you may wonder what
exactly I myself have found in it. Well, a man cannot



e

live without food: neither can he live without friends.
With no friends, you will be lonely, and aching hours of
loneliness and emptiness can be a most terrible thing for

a man, and even for a woman. In a town in Massa-
chusettes, U.S.A, an 80 year old man was sceking a

divorce from his 70 year old bride. He testified that two

weeks after their marriage she became lonesome and,

without a word to him, she packed her bags and went

straight home to her mother.

Another instance is that of a lonely man. He is
given this advice: By all means, marry. If you get a
good wife, you will not be lonely and you will be very
happy. If you get a bad wife, don’t worry; you will soon
become a philosopher.

Rotary has given me many opportunities of service-
many opportunities to be helpful not only to fellow
Rotarians, but also to some of the youth and necedy
people. It has given me many happy hours of fellowship
with my fellow men, thus enabling me to understand
them and helping them in turn to understand me. It has
given me many programmes that enlarged the horizon of
my vision, broadened my perspective, and widened my
field of knowledge. It has given me many local, national.
and world-wide contacts which have welled up in me a
feeling of deep satisfaction as the vears have rolled by.
It has added a degree of sympathy and kindness to my
heart and mind. Despite the distances between us, it
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has brought me closer at heart and in thought and spirit
to my fellow men in other lands. who have a common
desire to live and to share life with others.

It is nice to know that we have half a million Rotarian
friends all over the world, on whom we are sure we can
count for the warmth of heart and for friendly assistance.

Itis this feeling that has sweetened my life and has urged
me to do what little I can to contribute to the common
good and welfare of our community. This is the spirit
of selfless service and co-operation, with which the name
of “Rotary™ is closely associated. This. then, is how
I feel about Rotary. What about you? Don't you feel
the same way too? Come, come; don’'t be shy. A man
known for his courage went in to ask his boss for an
increase of his salary. T don’t know what happened; but
this was what he told his wife after he had oot home -
“He was a perfect lamb when I asked him for a raise.
All he said was BAH ”.

In Rotary, however, I hope we don’t have such
“lambs 7. Rotary is an adventure info selfless service
and its impact upon human life has been profound. A
day will come when you will realize, as 1 have realized
the increasing value of Rotary. Don’t worry. You will
soon re-capture this Rotary spirit all right: or better still,
let it re-capture you. I don’t mean the kind of spirit
that comes from a bottle, but the spirit that grows
heart of man.

in the
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As a Rotarian, you may be assured that wherever
you go—whether in our own District or elsewhere where
there is a Rotary Club—you will be greeted with warmth
and a bhig, friendly smile.

1T'his recalls to me the experience of a friend of mine.
One day his son, who was a budding young man of 22
sumimers, asked him as to the difference between a smile
and a laugh. “When I was your age, = my friend replied,
“the girls smiled at me. Now they laugh at me. That’s,
the difference, son.”

In Rotary, as in life. friendship and fellowship are
basic, and attendance at the weekly meetings is the

foundation of friendship and tellowship. In your home
town, vou have the warm friendship of vour fellow Rota-
rians who are men of your own kind-warm, friendly.
helpful, and ready to serve your communi ty beyond the
measure of money and personal honours. In times of
need, illness, or emergency, they will rally around you to
give you a helping hand and an encouragement that one
needs in such circumstances. If and when you travel to
other countries, you will meet Rotarians who are strange
and interesting people. They may speak a different
tongue, but they will nevertheless greet you with a
frienly smile and a welcoming hand. They are the people
you know you can trust, and they will be the eves and
hands that can guide you to the right way. They may
not be richjin wealth and power, but they are certainly
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rich in warmth and friendship, and they will assist you

in every way they can without a thought of any reward
or return.

We are now living in what is called the “Space Age”.

Whatever we call it, it is an age pregnant with all kinds
of struggles. It is an era of racial discrimination, of
shortage of schools and health clinies, of juvenile delin-
quency, of a massacre on the roads, ete. It is an era
that brings fears to our hearts-fears of the unknown for
ourselves and for our children. But it is the challenge of

our age, the challenge to Rotary. Are you going to do
nothing about it? Are you going to sit contentedly on
a comfortable rocking chair, idling away your precious
leisure time, watching life pass by, without a flicker of
a thought for the benefit of the community in which vou

live and work ?

To-day Rotary continues to grow at a galloping pace.
It continues to expand its services to the people through-
out the world. Progress is the Rotary way of life, so we
cannot afford to remain static. We too must make Pro-
| gress 1n order to keep pace with the times. While at-
‘ tempts are being made to get a human being into space,
we should attempt to get good men in Rotary. Talking
of progress, I am reminded of this story. After a visit
to an old friend in a hospital, 2 man took the patient’s.
very lovely nurse aside and asked: “ Now, please be
frank with me. Is he making any progress "

" None
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at all,” replied the nurse emphatically. *“ He is not my
type |7

In modern times, community life has become more
complex than in the good old days. But if community

life means anything to you, if you really have some un-
selfish interest in your community and its youth, vou will
pause and ponder what truly is the place vou occupy in
the community in which you live and work. Have vou
been active and made any useful contribution to the life
of the community or to its youth? Are you looked upon
as one of its useful members, as belonging to the commu-
nily; or are you looked upon as a stranger or an outsider ?
Please remember that a “ stranger ”” need not necessarily
be a foreigner. Or have you lived in the community only
to pursue your selfish end without caring about the living
conditions of the community and of its peopnle? If you
have a genuine desire to do something to build your com-
munity and its youth, there can be no limit to vour res-
ponse, to your loyalty to the community, and to your
enthusiasm. Some of you may live here only for a tem-
porary period of time. In that case, this should prove
even more vital to you. The Rotary lapel badge or the
Rotary tie that you wear, or the inclusion of your name
in the list of Rotarians in your club marks you out as a

leader of your business or profession in your community.
Vou are looked upon as a Rotarian—as a man of honour
and of everything that Rotary stands for—friendly, sel-
fless, active and ready to help some one who really needs
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help. Do not forget that people are known for what they
do, not for what they have in their mind.

There is a story of husband who prided himself on
what he had done. He once boasted in the presence of
his wite that when anything went wrong around the
house, it was he who got busy and fixed it. * Yes,” his

wife said, * since you fixed the clock, the cuckoo backs
out and asks: ‘“What time is it ? ».

A couple returned home one afternoon, the husbhand
from his office and the wife from a shopping expedition.
‘They had not been home 5 minutes when the door-bell
rang. The wife opened the door and a delivery boy
walked in with several parcels and a bill. The husband

looked at the parcels, and he grunted when he was handed
the bill. The wife then said: *“I’ve spent the whole

morning shopping at several of the stores until my feet
ached and I don’t brag about it. Now all you have to do
is to sit down and spend just 5 seconds writing a cheque,

and you grumble.”

Thus, it is not merely what vou do. 1t is the quality
of your action or service that counts. If vou do some
good for the community in which you live and work, or
tor some local schools, or for the youth of the community,
you will be looked upon with respect and gratitude. and
this will go on long after your departure from this country

or from this life. Although your stay here may be short

in duration, your name will long remain in memorv.
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Wouldn’t that give vou a sense of jov and satisfaction ?
Does that really mean nothing to you ?

It is up to us, as individuals and as good Rotarians
that we are, to show what we can do. In the home, in
the community, in all places, we must face up to the task
that challenges us. I am sure you all have the brains and
the means to doit. I know it is better to set up an eating
shop than a book-shop because an empty stomach de-
mands sustenance much oftener than an empty head.
I am convinced that with your brains, your strength, and
your vitality, you will be able successfully to meet the

challenge of our time, if only vou set your heart on it. So,-
please set your heart and mind on it.

Some Rotarians may say that they have promptly

discharged their obligations to their club: they have paid!
their dues promptly; they have attended the weekly

luncheon meetings of the club regularly. Thev have their
own business to look after and social engagements to at-

tend to, and they can’t be bothered with any thing else,
leave alone Rotary activity. It's a waste of time. But

is it really a waste of time? The answer is important..
for it atfects Rotary so much. There are doubtless dif-
ferent viewpoints. But as Rotarians you have accepted:
the Rotary ideal of unselfish service and other Rotary
principles. Accordingly, you should have a sense of
responsibility for what you have voluntarily accepted as
a part of you way of life, and you should consider vour
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responsibility in the context of the community in which
you live and work. No one can force you todo anything.
The answer lies right in your own heart and conscience.
So, you should not only speak about Rotary and its ideal
to which you are committed, but you should also act and
five it! If we put an extra ounce of goodness and goodwill
into our heart, we shall increase our power of helpfulness
to people and the youth who really need help. Therefore,
let us be a little less self-seeking. but a little more
thoughtful for and helpful to others. Let us be less bitter
in our speaking, but more kindly and generous with our
actions. In this traditional Rotary way, we shall e/l help
build a good and solid foundation for our community and
1ts youth, and make them better equipped for the task of
meeting the challenge of tomorrow.

There is one disease now, which no medicine,no gold,
and no doctors in the world can cure, and that is “old age”.
But don’t be discouraged. You will not feel old if you
know how to keep young, if you know how to make better
use of your leisure time. I’m not passing on any tips,
but I just want to remind you who have reached the youth
of their old age that a man has reached middle age when
the girl he winks at thinks he has something wrong in
his eve.,

You are not old-not just yet. A woman is as old as
she looks, but a man is old when he stops looking. From
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my observation, none of you has stopped looking yet. So,
let us enjoy Rotary and ourselves to the fullest, while we
still have the vigour and vitality to doit. Life may being
at 50, but it can also end at 40 And if you want to live
to 90, don’t look for that on your speedometre, but on the

good deeds that give you Jjoy and satisfaction and that
may add years to your life.

The Rotary movement in Thailand has, I am glad to
say, everything we can all be proud of. We now have 4
Rotary clubs in the Kingdom; Bangkolk, Dhonburi,
Chiengmai, and Nakorn Sawan. The possibility is being
explored of organizing new Rotary Clubs in this country.
In the meantime, these 4 Rotary Clubs give us a wider
and better opportunity to render service to our commu-

nities.

The real power of Rotary lies with the individual

Rotarians. Thus, efforts should be made on all levels.

and not by only a few. An army cannot consist wholly
of Generals, and a business cannot comprise solely of

Directors. Rotary isa chain of accepted respon sibility and
ot willingness to render selfless service to others, and this

is desirable at all levels. So, all Rotarians must respond
to this accepted duty. It has been said that the real test
of Rﬂtﬁr_:::? is'iﬂ; the local clubs. In fact, however. the
test reaches farieeper than that. It reaches down to
every sing]E-.mgﬁEher in every local club-to each and every

one of YOUT‘E}__._ m i
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R I President McLaughlin has asked us to live Ko-
tarv and to express and expand it. So, let us all unite in
fra;cernal spirit and add an extra dimension of effort and
goodwill to help contribute to the betterment of our com-
munities, to build up wholesome fellowship and goodwill
among men, and to turn out the type of young men who
will fﬂ_llﬂw in our footsteps.

A Rotary Club is what you and 1 make it. It will
crumble and be over, if you and I neglect it. So, let us
make it alive, afire!

Let us all think together and work together as Ro-
tarians !
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