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" NOTES AND NEWS.

Wo Sgcynmry,

As “Nava Jivan” was havine considerable diffi-
oulty shout printing snd a8 ar-angements were being
made to prink ‘Young Indis’ in Ahmedabiad the Mano-
har Press of Ahmedabad his now hesn purghased and
4 1 rechristened “Nava Jivan Press” Thres declara-
siong had therefore to b2 muds, on2 in conneetion
with the Printing Prise, t4e gecond in connection
with the transfer of “Nuva Jivan" to the new Press
and third for the travsfer of “Young Indis™ to taat
Press. “Nava Jivaz,” when it bscams a weekly was
subjected to a security of Rs. 500, “Youag [adia”
escaped security, beeanse the Printer was also the
keeper of the Press where it was published, The
Prers 1n Borabay wus itsell under securiv, It thera.

fore wus a qu stion how “Youug L dia” snd “N wu |

Jivan" would fure as also the Press wbe=l%, but afeer
mature conside ation the Districs Mansirate nether
imposed sny security on the keeper of the Press
nor on the Publishers of the respective papurs.
Where security makes no diff-rence to & journ.list,
a walver really enhances his sense of r.sponsibility
So long therefore us the objectinuble festurcs of
the Press Act confwuue to disfigure i, exvmption
from eecurity, whilet it is credituble for the (jovern-
ment, it can ! ardly be a muster for congratulation
for the controllers of sny particular organ so exempted.

"WE ARE APT TO MAEE MIsTARER"

TEe Hon Mr. Sinha whilst he was speaking to
the Indemnity Bill was led into a confusion of
terms, He was pulled up by Sir tdeorge Lowndes,
and his Excellency the President defended Mr. Sinha
saying it was a slip of the tongue. Mr Sinbathen
made these frank and dignified remarks ; Ty
ds hud for your Excellency to reslise what our

| . : : ah ; ;
difficulties ore in speaking a fireign tonzaa in this

council. We are apt to make mistakss" This is only
too true. We sre apt to mak: mistakes in our own
mothertongue. But they ave never so ludicrons as
when we attempt to spoak in a foreign tonzue,
Professor  Jadunath Sarkar hes temarked that
our having to spesk and think in Englsh puts
4 strain upou us from which we never fully re-
cover, The remedy for the evil is that we musy
begin self-government by introducing our owmn
| speech in our own ussemblies-provincial vernasulars in
the provineisl legisiatures, and Hindustani, a resultant
of Hindi and Urdu—n the Imperial Council. We
cannot make a better beginning than by adopting
the change in the Congress and the Conferences. In
adopting English as the medinn at these gather-
ings we have done a positive disservice to the
mneses who haze but s vague idea of the proceed-
ings of these annuul gatherings. By persicting to
conducs them in Eoglish have aciuully put
obstracles in the way of the masses getting poli-
tical education. Lwmgine what wouli have hap
pened if wa had during the thirby five vears' exis-
tence of the Congress delibersted 10 Hindustani
instead of English which is understood only by a
microseopie minority of our counbrymen,

Six "Sueeressed Orass” Scmoors v AMMEDAEAD,

No ligs then gix gchools for children of the
auppresqed  glass,” started bhronch the luudabie
effwe of Anasnyab n Sirabha woire oponed by

Mr. Gundhr i Ahmedabad on Scodiv the 21sb
| September, Al thege ar night schiols  with all
| their teachers belon fing to the supressed clase and
working wishoat r muneration, A nuubsr of promi-
nent lafies wnd  ve tl-men attend-d the opening
gerernony, A r'markable passage from Prof. Anand
shanker Dnruva's myt insbructive speech on the
oceakion muy be translated here. He gaid:
| Unsonchables nons of ns are, or all, Those
| whose hesrta sre pollused by the presence of the
’ untouchal le epiriks, vanity, wnfatuation, hate greed
ate, are uutnuchabes, even though they be Brsh-
| mine oy hirth, Those gocalled untoushubles whom
thege d'a'ly enemicr dominate not are worthy of
our adoration, There 12 ns religion in theidea that we
ghould abandon you ( socalled ‘untouchables’) or
that we ghould not touch you. It iz the duty of
us Hindus to help you in every way. Most of my
time has been spent as o teacher and I am delighted
to be present on this occasion. I wish education
may help you all to be geod.*”

We gconsratulate the orgsnisers in gecuring the
attendence of Professer Dheuvs st the function snd
an_emphatic prononcement from him on the ques
tion, of uotouchability,
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TO THE SUBSCRIBERS AND THE
READERS.

( By M. K. Gandki.)

“Young India” from this week enters upon a new
stage. It became a bi-weekly when Mr. Horniman
was deported and the Chronicle was strangled. Ever
gince the “Chronicle’s” re-birth, the syndicate and
I have been considering the advisability of reverting
to the weeklyissue, The conversion of “Nava Jivan"
into s weekly and its coming under my charge has
hastened the decigiun. The burden of conducting &
bi-weekly and a weekly is too great a strain on me
and a weekly “Young India” will now serve almost
a8 well 88 a bi-weekly. An endeavour will be made
to give a8 much malter as was given in the bi-
weekly. The snnusl subscription will now be Ha. 4

instead of Rs. 8 and the price of & ringle copy will
be one :una instesd of two without postage.
Subseribere may either have the balance due to this
change return d to thim or the amount may be
credited to the next yenr’s nccount. Those eubseribers
who mny be diesatistied with the change can haye
the preportionste psyment refunded to them on
application,

The headguarters of “Young India* have been
transferred to Ahmedabad for bett r management,
and in eider fo vnable me to devoie gome time to
the S:tyngrab Ashram which owing to my continued
absence from it wae being somewhst neglected by
me. Morcover it wag obviously uneconomicul in every
regpect to edit two papers st two different places.
Thig deprives me of the privilege of being with
Bombay friends ns much as I have lutely been.
But T bope they will forgive me, it the new mTHDge:
ment resnlts, us I hope it will, in greater service to |
the country.

“Young Indin” hae hitherto been chiefly occupied
in dealing with the Punjab affuire. But one may
reasonubly Lope that the cloud will lift in the near
future.

What will “Young Indie’ then present to its
renders ? T frankly confess that ‘to me, editing a
newspnaper in English ig no plesgure. T feel that in
oceupying myselt with that work, I am not muking
the best us. of my time. And l:uut. for the Madras
Pregidency, I rhould now leave the work of editing
“Young India®. It is trne that I ghould at times like
to make 1y views in matters of general infercst
known to the Government, But I do nov rneed to
control & 1ewspuper merely for thut purpose.

The editing of “Nava Jivan’’ hag been a perfect
sevilation to wme. Whilst “Young India® hig a little

more than 1200 esubgcribers, “Nava Jivan" has 12000.
The number would leap o 20000 if we would but
get printers to print that number. It shows that =
vernacular newspaper ig a felt want. I am proud to
think that I have numerous readers among farmers
and workers. They make :India. Their poverty is
India’s curse and crime. Their progperity slone can
make India & country fit to live in. They represent
nearly 80 p.c. of India’s population. The Englich
journsls touch but the fringe of the ogean of
India’s population.

Whilst therefore I hold it to be the duty of every
English-knowing Indian to translate tha best of the
English thought in the vernaculare for the benefit
of the masges, 1 recogniee that for a few years to
come i.e, until we have sccepted Hindustani as the
common medivm among the cultured classes and
until Hindustani becomes compultory in our schools
as & second language, educated India, especially in
the Madras Presicency must be addresged in English.

But I will not be party fo editing a newspaper
that does not pay its way, “Youug Indis” cannob
pay its way wunless iv has at least 2500 paying
gubscribers. I must appeal to my Tamil friends to
gee to it that the requisite number. of subscribers is
found, if they wish to gee “Young Indis™ continued.

The more o now, because the proprietors of
“Young India” have decided to give up all advertise-
ments. I know that they have not been entirely if
at all converted to my view that a newspaper ought
to be conducted without advertisements. But they
are willing to let me make the experiment. I invite
those who wigh to see “Young Indis” free from the
curse of advertitements to help me to make the
venture s success. The Gujarati “Nava Jivan” has
already demonstrated the posgibility of conducting a
newgpaper without advertisements soiling its pages.
What a financial gain it would be to the country,
| if there was for each province only one advertising
medium—not & newspaper—containing jnnocent un-
varnished notices of things wuseful for the publiec.
But for our criminal indifference, we would decline
to pay the huge indirect taxation by way of mis-
chievous adverfisements. Some readers who are in-
terested in the purity of journalism recently sent me a
mogt indecent advertisement extracted from s well-
known newspsper. I have refused to soil the pages
of *Nava Jivau™ by reproducing it. But anyone. turn-
ing to the advértisement sheets of even leading
journalg can verify the aptness of my criticism.

A word as to the policy of “Youny India™. Apars
from ite duty of drawing -attention to injustices %o
individuals, it will devot® its attention to constructivé
Satyagrah as also’ sometimes cleansing Sutyagrsh.
Cleansing. Satyagrah is civil resistance where resis-
tance. becomnes a duty fo remove a persistent.angd
degrading injustice such 88 the Rowlatt Act.
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ADDITIONAL POLICE.

A friend hag sent us sn extract from the Hon.
Mr. Hobertson's speech on a resolution moved in
the Bombay Legislative Council regarding the addi-
tional police posted in Akola. Mr. Robertson hasex-
plained the reasons for imposing additional police.
He has resented the use of the expression ¢ puni-
tive police’ saying that that expression has mno
justification in law or practice. He then goes on to
explain the * principles upon which additional
police sre located in any ares, He snys:

“The police arrangement in any particular locality,
such se the Akola Taluka, are based upon the
normal reqnirements of the Taluks for the main-
tenance of law and order and for dealing with the
normal amount of crime which may be expected
there. When, a8 happened at Akola, crimes of
violence take place or large and violent mobs ag-
spmble, the condition becomes such as to be beyond
the control of the norwal strength of the police.
And then it 18 that Government takes advantage of
the law and locates additionl police in the area so
that public security muy be mainvained. The objsct
of locuting this additionsl police there; is not to
punish the perpetrabors of the crime but ik is to
protecs the luw-abiding inhabitants of the area con-
gerned.”

The question raised by the mover of the resolu-
tion was oue of removal of additional police. Deal-
ing with the matter the Hon. Mr, Robertson said :

“The informstion I have at my disposal leads
me 0 the conolusion thab the excitement engender-
ed by the deads of the lust year has not yet died
down, and it is therefore necessary in the inteiest

|

rule when additional police have to be placed on
account of their faults tha$ the people sre made
to confribute towards the cost. If sll the people
did not actually participste in the crime, the fact
remains that they dil not actively prevent it, and
our information is that In this particular instance
the whole populstion of the Taluka was in active
sympathy with the rioters.”

Assuming the correctnrss of Mr. Rcbertzon’s
position, there is not & tittle of evidence to shiow
that the whole of Nadiad or Barejuli wes in sym-
pathy with those who tere down a4 rail or wanted
to, 1t was clearly impossible for a whele poprlition
to knew tbat such a crime ss the tearing down of
a rail was in contemplation. Uhere could, therciore,
be no question of their aectively prevénting it.
Tested by the Akola case, the :dditionsl police in
Nadiad and Barejadi and the levy of the expjense
of it sre wholly unjustfiable,

ANOTHER PUNJAR CASE.

The petition of Parvati Devi wife of Lala Thaknr-
dags of Sungly furnishes one more cace of glaring
injustice committsd Lnder suminary court tr ule, Lala
Thukardase was tried ut Shekhupura cn the 2nd June
lagt under sec. 143 Indian Per nl Code 1, e, for bemg
& member of an unlawful sssembly. He wasgenterced
to two years’ rigourous impristnment with a fine of
Rs 200. The sentence hing since becp redu-ed to
one years’ rigourous imprigonment. Ueder rhe see-
tion itself the muximum prnaliy pr geribed is pix
months, How the joor prigoncr was geptencod o
two years’ imprisonment - (HSEER  comprehension.
What is more regrettable rtiii i the tauct that the

of the luw-abiding people of the neighbourhaod thst | Government although their sttoution was drawn to

gome additionn]l police should be there for main-
taining law and order.’

In applying these principles to Nediad and

the mistake of the Suminsry (ourt in awasrding
greater punishment than that auvhorized by the
Section heve reduced it only to ne y-ar.. Unless

Batejadi there is not o shadow of a ground for im- | YHere are any special regulutions anthorising

posing ndditional police on thege two pluces. There
i8 no excitement there and the ordinary police force

igin no way inadequate for protecting the inhabitants. |
It 1s the peac. ful inhabitants who are being mulcted |

not bechuse they are ip amy danger of molestution
from anybody, but because a féw ruffianly men tre
down s ruil at Nadiad station and such a thing was
contemplated at Barejadi. The pepetrators will pro-
bably nov suifer at all. The Hon. Mr. Paranjpye
interposed the question, “Why make the p:ople pay 7'
whilss Mr. Robertson was expounding the principles
on which addikional police were posted in a partiou-
lar area by the Government. His question was quite
appropriste because if the addition was not punitive
but merely protective or preventive a layman would
think that protection was clearly a Government's
duty, and therefore there should be no levy trom
the Mah§Mnh thus protected. Here is Mr. Robert-
son’s reply :—

“ Ag regards the levy of the expense of this
olice, that is & matter which the law leaves to
{i&oﬁm of QGovernment and it is & general

higher penalty thsn that comtemplited by the
Indinn Pensal Code, this 1s.8 case of gross meghi
gence.

Nor is this all. The petitisner has been refused
| copy of the judgment and evidence, One has,
| therefore, to comment upon the cnge  in durkoess.
I The only erime Thakurdiss s-vms to have commnit-
ted i8 thut of stlending an anti Rowlatt Act meeting.
Judges of the Martial Law Commissious have held
these meetings to be peifectly luwful and agitation
for removal of the Act per se perfectly legitimate.
It required a Summary Courl magisirite to detect
in these harmless meetings an unlawful assembly.
If all the facts set forth in the petiticn be vrue
a8 they spparently are, that the wituesses
for the prosecution were prejudiced, that the wit-
negges fur the defence were not all examined, and
that there was no more thun speeches against the
Rowlaté legislution on the 12th April, surcly it is a
case of monstrous injustice. Wa hope thut 1His Honour
the Lieut. Governor will se poor Taakardas free
and remit the fine unlawfully imposed upon him.

—
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SOCIAL SERVICE. ; VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT.
|

The following is the summary of Mr, Gandhi’s In “Nava Jivan” Mr. Gandhi has begun s series
epeoch delivered in the Connaught Hall, Rajkot | of articles on the condition of Indian agriculturists
under the chairmanship of Major Moss, Political | aud the iweans of ite amelioration. In the first
Agent, Halar on the 24th September last. article he gave a vivid picture of the agriculburish

Mr. Gandhi esid he was pleased to find Mnjor | a8 he has seen him in Kaira, Chsmparsn snd
Moss in the chair. It was good for both, that | Mudras. In the second he coaeiders the problem
Englishmen and Indians should meeb on a common | of village improvement. He eays:
platform on all non-contentious and non-political | My Lionel Curtis’ description of an Indian
matters. Such meeting lessened the acerbities of | illage as u collection of insanitary dwellings cons-
political Jife and promoted harmony between the |grycted on & dunghill ie not much exaggerated.
two races, The speaker congratulated the Sahayvs | In fact more puthetic details could be added to
Mandal for their splendid woik during the influenza | thoge given by him. There ghou'd be some system
epidemic and the late famine, He however ventured | ghous the structure of u well-ordered village, there
to guggest that true and lasting eocial service lny | ghoud be some vrder about the village lanes, and
in organising preventive measureg whilst it W88 | thu ronds should be o scrupulously clean in this
good to relieve suffering in times of plague or ||and of crores of barefooted pedestrians, that nobody
famine, it was better fo band together in order 0 | pecd hesitate in walking or even sleeping in she
prevent a recurrence of plague or famine, He 18 | gyreets. The lanes ghould be macadsmiged and
& wise and philanthropic doctor or lawyer who pre | pave gutters for letting out water. The temples
vents diseases or quarrels. Social servants ought not | gnd mosques should be kept g0 beautafully clean,
to wait for influenza or famine for giving their | that the visitors shonld feel an air of sranquil
gervice to the nation. | holinees about them. The villuge ghould, as far as

Truer service of the constructive and preventive | possible, be full of shady trees and fruit trees in
type could be rendered in the villages. And if we | and about them. It. should have & Dharmanh.da,
succeeded in ke2ping our villages pure, cluar, healthy | 8 gchool and o small dispensary. Washing and privy
and prosperous, the big cities would tske care of | arrangements ghould bs such a& may not contaminate
themselves. He therefore suggested to Hr. Nanalal | she air, water aud voads of the village, Every

Eavi who wus the head and the heart of the
movement in Rajkot to go to some villages and
by lving among ane like them Yo study their
wants and their habits, Thea he would discover
the best method of rendering social service.

The spesker at one time thought the gocial ger-
vice was best known and organised in Europe.
Experience had tnught him cthorwise, He was

of opinion thut nowhere was socisl gervive treated

go much u religious duty ae in India He instanced

the marvellons manner in  which the Kumbh ab

Hardwar wis crgnnsed. The Himalayss were a

gtanding testimory to our orgaunising ability and our

instinct for social service. Thousands of pilgrims who

ascended the Himalayas upto Jumnotii were catered |
for withous difficulty in & spiric of service nud '
not of commercisl gain, The matehless caste or

ganisation wus an instance of vast socisl service

organisation. The late Sir W, W. Hunter used to
gay that [wilin was remarkable for the absence of
any need «f Poor Law, Castes regulated service in

the event of disense, death and poveny, He did
not wish to glerify cagte. He recognised its defects

and its exeesses, as it at presens existed. He merely
mentioned it as un illustration to prove his proposi-
tion that Social Service was recognised in India as
4 duty. Unfortunately most of our old institutions
had petrified. His point was that the old insti-
tutions & methods should be studied, revivifed &
reorganized in so far a8 it may be necessary to
suit new conditions. We were likely to go wrong if
we rejected the old without due examination,

village ghould be gelf-gufficient so far as ite needs
of food and clothing are concerned, and should be
capable to defend itself agsinst robbers, dacoits or
wild animals, There was a time when the Indisn
village satisfied most of these conditions. If it was
deficient in certain particulars, it 18 possible that
the need for them was uot then felt. Howeve the
case may have been, there is no doubting the fact
that sn ideal villige should approximate to she
description I huve given above., Quly such villages
could be called self-governing and if all Indian
villages could com= up to the idesl, Iandis would
be free from most of 148 wornes.

It 18 not only not impossible to bring about

| this state of things, it is no a very difficuls affair

either. There are about seventy five hundred thou-
sand villages in India, sv that the average popn-
lation of & village i3 @00, JTo fuct there are
numerous villagee with less tham s population of
1000. And it is my firm belief that these small
units are essily capable of being well.ordered sand
organised. For this no specch-making is necessary,
uor i8 there any mneed of legislative councils or
legislation, One thing only i8 essential and that
is & small number of gelfless workers—men and
women. They can by their example and spirit of
service get the requisite improvements made. It
is not that they should give their twenty—four hours
to the work. Inspite of their working for their
livelihood, they cam bring their spirit of service to
bear on the villagers. Nor needthey be very highly
educated. , Even without & knowledge of letters,
one can work for . village. improvement. -There is
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no fear of Government or State interference, nor i8
there any very great need of their cooperation. If
every village could have a few good volunteer workers,
very necessary work of improvement and relorm
would be posaible all over India without much ado,
or without any vigorous agitation. Only & littie
sugtained effort would bring about unexpected
results. The reader will see that money too will
not be very essential either, for this work. The
need, and the paramount need, is for seltiessness
ie. areligious spirit. It is my experience that this
is the easiest way of improving the condition of
agricalturists. No village or individual need wais for
another’s lead in work in this direction. Any man
or womsan inspired with a spirit of a«lfless service
can immediately set off working, and in 8o doing he
fully gerves hie country. In my next article Ighull
relate some of my experiences in this direction.
But I hope that every one who appreciates what
I have tried to suggest in this arsicle will begin
work without a day’s delay.

THE FUTURE OF TUREEY.

The following views of Sir Abbas Ali Buig as
reported by a representative of the “Times of India"
who interviewed him on his return to Indis, will be
of interest :—

Questioned as to what he thought of the Turkish
qusstion, S Abbas Ali Baig said: “The Turkish
question ig apparently dominated by the secret tres-
ties which have vitiated the open declarasions of the
Alhes whereby the support of the Islamic nations
to what was proclaimed to be the cause of liberty
and gelfdetermination was secured. But nafter the
achievement of victory with the help of Moslem
armies, which took a conspicuons part in all victo-
ries in Turkish territory ‘the principal of nationa-
lity and self-determination’ ig being sbundoned in
favour of these non-Moslem nationd who have set
their eyes on the grapes in Nuboth's vineyard, es-
pecially in Syria. It is a misforiune to the cause of
righteousness that President Wilson's sublime altrui-
gm, which at one time go completely captured the
imagination of mankind, has ingloriously receded
into th: background undsr the pressure of French,
Greee snd other interests. In Isiamic ecircles the
impressicn 13 that Mr. Wilson’s ide lism has been
exhansted in his effort to secure the adh: gion of the
Entente Powers to his Leayue of Nations scheme on
which he hud set his heart nnd that he is inciined
$0-do an equully good turn to his supporters at the
Peace Canference by letting the secret treati g over-
ride the openly declured principles under the guise
of mandates. To use sn Americanism, he scems to
have drifted towards a pelicy of log-rolling, the
unfortunate victime of which aie the Moglem races.
The apprehension of the Moglem nations that the
cauge of Islam, after the definite pledges of the
Allies, 14+ bzing betrayed, notwithstanding the
friendly attifude of Grea% Britain, is not vnfounded

~if she secret dreaties, the provisions of which have

GE_""“‘!;W'& are to_prevail
' ='c

“The Q(Government of Indis," concluded Sir
Abbae Ali, * have no doubt vigorously championed
the Moslem cause and their representatives, the
Muharsja of Bikaner and Lord Sinha, hsve very
ably pressed the Moslem wiew before the Peace
Coaference. But the selfish invereste involved in
the sacret treatice are so weighty that a juss solution
of the Turkish question likely to eatisfy Moslem
gentiment in India i8 by mo mesns easy. All that
the Moslems ask for is an homourable adherence
both in letter snd in 8pirib 6o the principle of
nationality #olemnly accepted by the Allied and
Asgucinted Powers go as to free them from the
aggressive degigne of non-Moslém races armed with
mandates. "

——

GENERAL SMUTIS’ SPEECH.
( In reply to Durbsn Indians' Address. )

The following is the spe.ch delivered by General
Smuts in reply to the swddress presented to him by
the Durban Indisn Community on the 26th instant:—

“ Gentleman,—I thank you for the beautiful
addresg with which you have preseuted me and for
the sentimenie expressed thersin. I am glad to note
that, in the address, you have made mention of the
fach of your countrymen having served unnder my
command in thie Grest War. As I have said on
previous occasions, I have been proud of the privilege
of having had under me in East Africa so large a
number of your countrymen. Some of them came
from the independent Native States of India,
Imperial Service contingents and others who did
great and glorious work in this War., I had written
from East Africa to the Princes of India of the
eplendid part played by their troops and that there
were few beter than they. Yourcountrymen fought
not only in East Africa but took part in other theatres
of War. The conquering of the Turkigh Empire was
in main the work of the Indian Army. The burden
of the work in Mvsopotania, Turkestan, and the
Indian Frontier fell almost entirely upon the Indisn
Army. If the war had cootinued wuantil this year,
the Indian Empire would hsve had over a million
men in the field, The stupendous part lndia played
in this great etruggle had considerable effecs on the
result of the War. Owing to her magnificens cfforts,
India has won for herself a place asmong the nations
of the world. As a member of the War Cabinet I
have had great opportunites of knowing more about
the feelings of the Indisns and their desire for a
lueger ehare in the” appointient of commissions in
the Army, and I was glad I was able to do gome-
thing for them in the cabinet. T have worked in
public and a good deal in private for the recogni-

.tion of India and her services, to the Empire. I

strongly supported the proposals of granting com-
misgions to Indiaps, aud when it was pointed out
that this might create an anomalous position and
that there mizht be the possibility of Europeans
being placed under Indians, I replied “ Why not ¢
I would be proud to serve under an Indisn officer
if he were uble” In the Peace Confercuce, India
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wag represented by the Mahurajah of Bikanir, Lord
Sinha asd Mz Montagu. The Maharajsh 18 s per-
gonal friend of mine, snd Lord Smha is s man of
congidernnle ability and tramning. He is the cleverest
men I have met, and [ was uble to lesrn wuch from
him on Indisn problems. As a result of the War,
there wus an emmotional fecling througuous the
world which did not leayve India unatfected. She

desires to govern herself. Other Asiatics have been |

rubing and. migruling ; and Inaa, after having been
under the Britieh for over a hundred years, should
be given s large measure of Self-Govercment. I
have been a party to the Honourable Mr. Montagu

goiny to India to study the question there which |

has resclted in some farresching concrete pro- |
posals beiny submitted to the Dritieh Parliament.
The . BritisL are s very highly iwuginutive people
though they do not appear w be so. There was
a great feeling in England in fuvour of India’s
aspirations. With the improvement of the stacus
of Indiu, the position of the Indians in other places
will be better. Defore my return, I found that |
the Asiutic Trading Act had been passed in the |
Union Purbisment and that there had been a great
desl of nniation smong vhe Indiuns here and
which hud also caused a grest deal of feeling in
[udia. DBut the Government had decided to appoint
& commission to watch over the interests of Indinng
£0 that no stigms may attach to them. BSome of |
you think Ilook down upon Indiang, but that is |
not go, I look up to them. They come from a very
old civilisntion—much older than ours, They ure
able to hold their uwn, We have our difficulties in
South Afriea, and we as a small white community
cannot withstsnd s great influx of Indisns. We
would be erushed wud overwhelmed if we Lad an
open door. Indis if she is in need of emmigration
for her gurplus population, has the fertile field of
Megopotamia, the Eupbrates, Tigris and Turkestan
which can hold thirty millions of people. Bui now
that the Indisng are here I hold they should have |

fuir treasment 1n all parts of the Union,
We huve to live gide by side in concilistion und |
we wust endeavour to understand eusch other’s |
gtandpoint so that we may live and grow toguther, |
We are members of one family and belong to
the same Empire. 1 thank you again for the|

|

|

besutiful address and the suver casket in which
to put the address, Mrs, Smuts will be glad to
hear she kindly reference made to her. I thank you
all once more.”

HANDLOOM WEAVING IN GUJARAT.

Mr. Maganlal Gandhi in his third article of his
serieg on thie gubject marrutes s history of the hand-
loom experiment in the Satyagrahashram.

The first handloom, he eays, was started in the
Satyagrahashram five years ago i e, towards the
cloge of the samyat year 1971. For about tem
months we used to weave only Khadi snd towels
and mogt of us made small dhotis and vests out
of the Kkadi, Then those who had returned with
an experience of weaving obtained outside, began to
weave broader and finer ¢loth, established fly-shuttle

after the Muadras fashion, But it was i1l amutenr
work snd it could not come to the lsvel of the
| work of those born to the profession. We began
| to experience difficulties in weaving. We had wuob
| yet produced cloth swifuble for women. Oae of
vhe Ashraw siswvers was in need of s gurmens. Ip
wis not easy to obtain s hand-woven one in
the murket. She expected that she would be
perm:itt:d to have a mill-woven one, but she was
digillusioned. She was told, *Weave what yon
require, or do without it.” This curt reply di,p-
peinted her, and hurs hier husband. But the dis-
appoiutinent snd hurt were momentary. The
beneficent rebuke had she desired etfvcs. [ho
husbaud went to the city and obfuined twisted nue
yusrn guch as would nved no . iztig, suod  becwn
weuving out ol it clibh of 50 inches wiuih.
The experiment was successful wad wuis gave a
filhp to the ent.rprise, As the ead of tue
Bamnvat yewr 1972  there were three country
and three fly shutsle looms working 1 tne
Ashram. On the new yeur ady, we begun to tuke
stock of work doae during vhe past year. Ouw work
wus malnly weaving sad the work at tue end of
15 months was not very creditable. It was there-
fore resulved thut belore the ¢lose of the new yeur
every one should lesrn enongh to be capable to
weave cloth sufncient for himseif. And everyone
bent his energies in the direction. In sbout =ix
monthg’ tine four fy-shustle looms were added, There
were thus ten looms in all working as the time,
We used to work nearly 8 hours during  the day,
Mr, Ganrdhi himself used to work over four hours
on the loom. Taree Hy-shuttie looms used to turn out
cloth of 45 vo 50 inches’ width, and each turued out
three to five yards of such cloth af the end of the
day. Cloth of smaller breudh coull be turned out
at the rate of an yurd per hour. That is to say, most
of us began to turn oot work earning in the wmarket

| 8 daily wage of 8 to 12 annas. While work was thus

going on apace within and without the Aschram, the

- Aghram entered on a new stage. It was wup to now

located in s rented building. We now removed to our
present place mear the Sabarmauti Jail where we had
purchased gome plots of land. We had not even a
hut ready and so we had to uive under canvas. Plague
wus then raging in snd asbout Ahmedabsd acd so
the stay in tents on the fieds proved a godsend to
ug, though our weaving cume for a time to a standsti.l
We then began to order our sarrangsments. The
weaving-shed which is prominently seen from the
Railway train as it passes over the Sabarmati Raliway
bridge, wuae first constructed. There hangs a fals
of pathetic interest about the construction of this
gshed. When Ahmedabad was the scene last yenrof
a general strike, and when the weuvers led by Mr.
Gandhi offered a peaceful resistance to the mill agents,

undreds of those lubourers 88 well 85 a number of
those who Bympathised with them have carried
baskets of sand on their shoulders for the plinth of
the shed. Weaving is mow going on in full ewing in
this shed. A number of gtudents are learning we:ving
there and those who have learnt the art huve been

looms of the Madras type, and began sizing yarn

sent out for the propagation of epinning and weaving.
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~ THAKAR DASS'S CASE.
HIS WIFE'S PETITIONS.

———

PErITION To THE VICEROY.

The humble petition of Must: Parbati wife of
Thakar Dass convies, son of Gian Chand of Sangla,
Distt: Gujranwala in the Punjab, most respectfully
gheweth :—

1. That your Excelleney’s himble petitioner is
quite nware of the*fact that Your Excellency's pre-
eious time is, at prescnt, much occupied with the
consideration of momentous questions of stute, but

your petitioner however trusts and believes that |

your Excell'ncy is slways ready to listen to and
vedress the grievances of even the humblest of His
Maj ety's subjecte, Actunted by thie belief your
petitioner begs to presunt the following fucts for
your Excellency’s wost gracious and merciful con-
miderati. n.

9. That your humble petitioner's hushand was
tried with 7 other persons and convieted by J. D.
Penny, Esqr,, L C. S. Spocial Magistrate, Shaikhu-
purn, Diswu. Gujranwuls, holding powers of & Sum-
mury Court undee murtisl Isw, and punished on
20d June 1919, with 2 years' rigorous imprisonment
and Rs 200 fine gnder Section 143 [ P. C. for
being & member of an unlawful assembly.

8. That your humble p-titi mer applied for a copy
of she judgement, to the Officer in charge of the
Copying Depurtment in the Gujrinwala District, to
the D. J. A. 3. Northern Command and to the
Legs! B-membrancer to the Puujib Government, but
none of them supplied her with the requisite copy.

4. That your Excellency 8 humole petitioner firat
gent an apnlication for mercy to the Local Govern-
ment Lut it was returned with the remarks that
your petisioner should anply to the Genersl Officer
Commanding 2ad Rawslpindi Division. In cowmpli-
ance wich that order your p-:t'-tiaue'r mude #n ap-
pliestion ( copy enclosed ) to the General Officer
Comeman ing in Juie 1919 but never received any
reply. In that application your Excell-ney’s humble
petition: v submitied among ciher things :—

(8) Thut the trinl of her innocent huebind by
the Summary Court, undir Murtinl Luw, be-
ing without jurisdiction, was ulwra vires.
That what bo eay of being # member of an
nolawful assembly the prosecution evidence

did not disclose any ofence sgamnse the
accused, and

That the waximum punishment sanctioned by
the Legislature umder gcction 143, 1. P. C.
heing six mopths only, the learned Speeial
Mugistrate had acted wrbirrarly, unjustly, and
ill2yally in awarding 2 yours' v gorous imprison-
ment and Bs. 200 fine, 1n utier defisnce of
the law

5. that your petitiouer senton 2/8/1919 another
applic tion to His ilonour the Lient: Governor of
T)u’h (eopy. eavtosed) und drew dis 1lenour's

(b)

(c)

| kind sttention particulsrly to the illegality of the
| gentence.
| 6. That your humble petitioner is now given to
| understsud that the Government of the Punjab has
! been pleased to reduce the sentence passed on her
busband from 2 years to one years’ rigorous imprison-
| ment and Rs. 200 fine, for which your petitioner
is thankful to Sir Edward Maclagan. But in face
of the fact that your petitioner's husband is wholly
and absolutely inn-cent and that the sentence passed

| on bim was, and the reduced sentence still 18, in

excesg of what i8 the mazimum limit authoriged by
law (viz 6 monthe) under section 143, I. P. C.,, your

. petitioner ig not at all satisfied with the remission

so kindly granted by the local Government in a

gencral way, and without, it seems, going into the
merits of the case,

7. That your petitioner's husband comes of a
loyal family in the Rawalpindi Ditriot. He is a
young man of good character. He was the main
gtay und the sole bread-winner of a large family.
He couid hurdly earn some twenby rupees a month
which ¢an not make even two ends meet in these
days of scarcity aud famine, The punishment of
two years’ rigorous imprisonment and even the re-
duced punishment of one year plus Rs. 200 fine
i8 neither justified nor authoriged in law under
section 143, I P. Q. and is far too severe for your

pevitioner’s innocent husband snd a deathblow “to
the whole f{amly.

8. That your humble petitioner’s husband has
been in the police lock-up for about & month be-
fore trial, and in jail 88 & convich for the last four
months and the maximum imprisonment authorised
by law being six month's only, if any mercy is to be
shown 1t should be shown befors six months expire.

9. That it is humbly and respectfully prayed that
88 an act of restoring faith in British justice and

of royal clemency, your Excellency may be graeiously
pleased tu show mercy to your petisioner’s helpless
and innocent husband by ordering his immediate
releage and remission of fine, for which act of justice
and generosity your petitioner will ever pray for
your Excellency’s long life and the stabiicy of the
British Raj.
Your Excelleney's humble petitioner,
Must: Parbati, wife of Thakar Das,

Convict.
BawarLprsni,

Dated 25-9-19110,

——

PETITION To THE G. (). C, RowareiNpr Divisiow,

The humble petition of Mussammat Parbati wife
of Thakar Duass convict, son of Gian cf:mnd. of Sangla
Distt: Gujaranwala, Most respectfolly sheweth:—

1. That your humble petitioner's husband, was
tried with T osher persons & convicted by J. D. Penny
Ksquire, I C. S. Specinl Magistrate, Sheikhupurs on
an2/G/1919 & has been punished with two years'
rigorous imprisonmens and Rs. 200 fine under
Section 143 of the Indian Penal Gode for being &
niember of na unlawiul agsembly,
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2. Thuy your petisiuner hud presented an appli-
eation for merey to Hie Hon e Uhe Lieut: Governor
of the Punjab, but thas npplication has been returned |
with the remarks thut your petitiover ghould apply |
to you.

3 That the offence of holding a meeting and |
observing Hartal on the 12th April 191
be trivd under Martial Law, the proceedings of the |
Special  Magistrate were  without jurisdiction |
and ultra vires for the following marpnsi—

prosecution witnesses was disbelieved or was not
considered sufficient againgl one person, huw could

the same evidence be trme or sufficient agsinst my
innocent husband and the other concoused.

8. That -my husband had sbous half s dozen
defence witnesses ready in Court but the Special
Magistrate recorded the statements of {wo of them

9 could not | only and refused to fake the rest The defence

witnesecs were leading persous of the town but the
Special Magistrate hag taken no notice of their state-
ments which were trusiworthy & reliable.

9, That there has beed no disturbance whatsoever

(a) Beesuse the meeting & the Hartal took plece ! in Sangla. No life or property was damaged or put

on the 12th april 1919 ani Muitial Luw wus |
declured mueh after that date. 4

() The off:nce churped wis not triable under
the Murtial Law Ordinance.

(¢) That the Martial L w jurisdiction had ceased
to exigs in Mr. Panny, the Sp cinl.Magistrate
before  2nd  Jume 1911, ,Vide Gov.rnment
Notificstion of an earlier date.

4. Thaf your petitioner’s husband wae entirely |

innocent, The statements of the prosecution-witness- |
og were concoebed, fabricated, coloured, inconsistent
and conflicting, They did not establish the offence of
being a.member of an unlawful aseembly against
my inpocent ‘husband, nor did they attribute to my
bugband the use of any particular improper language
or unlawful conduct. On the other hand the state
mente of Wazir, Sardari, Thakar, and Boota. prose- |
oution witness.s disclose how great pressure, influ-
ence uand, oppression was exoreiged on them by the
Police to fabricate all the evidence in this case.

5. That the mam progecution witnesses were
hostile to my husband on account of the rivalry
and competition_between tne firme with whom they
are employed :—

Shinkar Dass P. W, ig an Agent of Ralli Brog. Co.

Bua Ditén and Badh Singh P. Ws. belong to
Sunday Putrick Co., while my husband Thakar Dugs
ig the Local Sub Broker of Louis Dreyfus and Co.

Prem Singh P. W. admits bis previous enmity
and litigasion both with my husbund and my father
in law.

G. That the prosecution evidence on the file shows
at b gt that the Bungla people imecluding even the
prosecution witnesseg held a lawful me ting on the

12th April 1019 to offer a bonafide and respectful
protest aguinet the Rowlatt Acs, They closed .thuir
shope for a few hours the same day to exjpress their
sense of grievance. Copiee of the Resolutions pnssed
in tnhat meeting were gent to the benign lovernment
for favour of consideration. Such meetings were

held snd Hartals observed all over the country. It
was not forbidden by law till then. Such meetings

have been held by the Judg:s to be lawful in recent
triale at Lahore, 1f no disturbance ) ss taken pluce.

7. That some 122 men were arrested at the oubset
under the common offence of holding meetings and
observing hartal on 12-4-1919. Out of these 114
were let off by the Police after a few days’ deten-
tion. Of the remaining eight one Jiwan Shah has

been scquitted by the Special Magistrate as the | , .. 7 4is (with postage) . Four Ru

evidence of the prosecution witnesses against him
was considered to be false. If the evidence of the

i

to fear. There was only a lswful meeting of peaceful
citizens. convened in a lawful maner and eonducted
in an humble and respectful spirit.

10. That the maximum punishment zanctioned
by the Legislature under Sectivn 143 I P. C. is

| six mopths impriconm« n¥; but the learned Special

Magistrate Luas thaught fit to exceed even fhe exsv-

| reme limits of law in #8 much a8 he has awarded

two yeanrs rigorous imprisonmwent and Re. 200/- fine
to my utterly innocent husband.

11, That my husband comes of 4 loynl atd res-

| pectable family, He 1s & young msan of un xception-

able chasacter. He has s lurge family of gix desti~
tute persons. His father ie of eihty years of uge.
He has a girl of tender years, He was the muin
stay snd the gole bread winner to the family. He
conld hardly earn some 20/- rupees amonth which
e¢an not make even both endsmeet in these days
of scarcity and famne. We ure very poor pevple and
possess no property moveable or immoveable worth
the name.

The punishment of two yeare rigorcug imypri.
gonment and Rs, 200/ -fine which was neither justied
nor outhorieed in law, i& far too severe far my
innocent husband and a death blow to the whole
family,

12. That in view of the fact thot my innocent
husband had been in the Pclice lock up for about
8 month before trisl and bad endured all the hard-
ghips entailing therote, that he would have been in
Juil for some considerable time before re'esse and
that a fine of fifty thousand rupees is said to hae
been imposed on the town of Sangla, it i8 humbly

| and resdectfully prayed that as an act of clemency

your honour may be pleased to ghow mercy to my
helpless and innocent husband by ordering his
immediate release and remission of fine, for which
sct of justice snd generopity your petitioner and
the while of her family will ever pray tor your
Honour’s long life snd the stoblity of the British Raj.

PerrTioN T0 THE PUSNJIAE (GOVERNMENT.

The Petition to the Lioutensnt Governer of the
Punjab is in the game strain a8 above. Ed, Y, L
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