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Here with a Loaf of Bread beneath the Bough,
A Flask of Wine, a Book of Verse—and Thou
Beside me Singing in the Wilderness —

And Wilderness is Paradise now
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Oh Thou, who Man of baser Earth didst make,
And who with Eden didst devise the Snake:
For all the Sin wherewith the Face of Man

Is blacken’d, Man’s Forgiveness give —and take!
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Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend,
Before we too into the dust descend
Dust mto Dust, and under Dust, to lie,

Sans Wine, Sans Song, Sans Singer and Sans End!
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Tis all a Chequer-board of Nights and Days
Where all Destiny with Men for Pieces plays
Hither and thither moves, and mates, and slays,

And one by one back in the Closet lays.
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Then said another— “Surely not in vain

My substance from common Earth was ta’en,

That He who subtly wrought me into shape
Should stamp me back to common Farth again.”
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